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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Tour is intended to fall with: 

the compaſs of the Generality : and is c’ 
tranſcribed from a journal written on the ſpot. 
II hover would penetrate deeper into the natural 
beauties, and variety of political conſtitutions, in 
this intereſting country, muſt conſult Mr, Coxe's 
travels, M. De Luc's letters, M. De Sauſ- 


fure's voyages dans les Alpes, Dic/ionnaire de la 


4 
4 


- 
ba” 5 


Suiſſe, Sc. 


r. M. | 
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SKETCH of a Tou, &c. 


Ip in going from the ſouth of France into 
Italy, you ſhould arrive at Geneva * early in 
the ſpring, you cannot do better than to make 


ſome ſtay in that city, 


and to ſpend the ſunimer 


in a tour through Swiſſerland. 


* From Lyon to Genera. 


Poſts. Miles. 


A 3 GENEVA 
Time, 
5. 


From Lyon to m. f. 
Mirabel I 9 


Montluel 1 
Meximicux I 
St. Denys (a) 1 
St. Jean le vieux 1 
Cerdon 1 


St. Martin du 
Freſne 14 7 3 


Nantua 82 63 


St, Germain le 
Joux 14 77 


1 10 The Rhone on the right, 
and the road cloſe under 

1 15 ſand hills to the lett. 

1 15 Country flat. 

I 32 

50 Country pleaſant, 

1 25 Road romantic between 
rocks and tne river: 
country delightful: cai- 
tles frequent. 

2 20 Aſcend the mountains by 
a road practiſed along 
their tides, cloſe to a pre- 
Cipice ; beneath are fine 
vallies, woods and mea- 
dows. 

38 A fine lake with trout, 
and good reception at the 
Millers, 

1 20 Anotacr fine lake, 


(2) Lion d'or. 


3 


A 


Chatillan 
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GENEVA is on the confines of Savoy, 
France and Swiſſerland, in 46® 12' 9” north 
latitude. It is pleaſantly ſituated on the banks 
of the river Rhone, juſt where it emerges from 
the lake. The ſtreets are in general wide, 
clean and well paved: the principal ſtreet 
however is encumbered with a row of ſhops on 
each fide, between the carriage and foot way 3 
which laſt is very wide, and protected from 
the weather by great wooden penthouſes, pro- 
jecting from the roofs ; theſe are very conve- 
ment, but give the ſtreet a dark and dull ap- 
pearance. The houſes are generally built of 


Poſts. Miles. Time. 


m. fo bh. 
Cbatillon 3 
Avanchy Is 7 2 2 10 The Perte de Rhone, near 
Coupy, a quarter of a 
lezgue above the poſt- 
houſe. 
 Coulonges 11 66 2 5 Fortla Cluſe. 


Thus far high mountains, 
overrun with box, &. 
little vallies with herbage 
and cattle, Road narrow, 
by the ſide of precipices, 
with the Rhone foaming 
in the bottom. 

t, Genis 3 9 Leave the mountains, 
GreneveE(b) 17 | 
6 


buy ad 
— Gd 
D ww 


' 19 9 


(6b )- Hotel d' Angleterre at Secheron, and Balances within 
the city ; both good inns, 


free 


* 
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free-ſtone, with lime- ſtone baſements: the 
gutters, ſpouts, ridges and outward ornaments 
are of fer blanc, which we improperly call 
4 tin. 
| The Maiſon de Ville, or Town-houſe, is a 
large, plain, ancient building; with great rooms 
for the Councils to aſſemble in, and for public 
entertainments; in one of them there is a 
weekly concert by ſubſcription during the Min- 
ter ſeaſon. You mount to the upper ſtory, not 
by ſteps, but by a paved aſcent, fo gentle, that 
7 horſes and mules eahly go up and down. 
There are five Churches here, beſides 
French, Italian and German Chapels ; none of 

them however have any thing to attract atten- 

tion, except St. Peter's, formerly the Cathe- 

dral. This is an ancient Gothic building, 

with a modern portico of ſeven large columi.s 

of red and white marble from Roche, and of 

the Corinthian order. The inſide is plain, and 

the only thing obſervable is the tomb of Henry, 

Duke of Rohan. 

The Academy has about 600 ſcholars, and 11 

profeſſors. Small medals are annually diſtribut- 

ed to thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 

each claſs, by the firſt Syndic, in a publick 

meeting at the cathedral. 


A 4 | The 
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The Public Library has near 40, ooo volumes 
cf printed books, beſides a good collection of 
anuſcripts. The citizens have the liberty 
both of reſorting here, and borrowing books. 
Id is ornamented with portraits of the reformers, 
and other celebrated men, among which that 
of Mayerne the phyſician, by Rubens, muſt 
| have the prefere::cc. 

The Ar/cnal is in good order, and furniſhed 
with arms for 32,000 men. Flere are alſo many 
ancient ſuits of armour ;z and the ſcaling-lad- 
ders, lanthorns, hatchets, ſtandards, &c. re- 

all to the friends of liberty the abortive attempt 
- the Savoyards upon the city in the year 1602. 
In the magazines they have 110 cannons and 
mortars. 

The Hoſpital is a large handſome building. 
Near 4000 poor are maintained by this, and the 
French purſe. 

The publick Fourta:ns are ſupplied by an by- 
draulic engine, which raiſes the water from the 
river above 109 Paris feet. 

Coileftions of Nati:iral Hiftory are, that be- 
longing to the publick library, which is not very 
coniiderable, M. de Saufiure's, very ample. 
M. de Luc's, well arranged, and rich in petri- 
tactions. M. Ami Rilliet's, very orderly, with 


a good 
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2 good ſuite of litholozyy. M. Paul Gauſſen's, 
M. Gougaz's, &c. 

The Pvrtifications are in the modern ſtyle on 
the ſide of Savoy, but are commanded by {ome 
of the neighbouring ground. On the fide of 
France, they are old faſhioned. They are cal- 
culated rather to prevent a ſurpriſe, than to ſuſ- 
tain a regular ſiege. They have three gates, 
towards France, Savoy and Swiſterland. All 
acceſs by the lake is barred by a double jetty and 
chain. The garriſon conſiſts of 720 men, 
Swiſs or Germans“. 

The population of this ſtate is about 30, ooo, 
of which near 5000 are ſuppoſed to be abſent; 
of the remainder 5000 arc capadle of bearing 
arms: theſe form a militia, and the age of 
ſervice is from 16 to 60+. 

The Sovereign power reſides in the general 
aſſembly of Citizens and Burgeſſes, who have 


attained the age of 25 years. The executive 


A guard of four companies, is changed on the Treille 
every day at noon, one of the Syndics giving the word of com- 
mand. One company does duty at each gate, and the fourtli 
mounts guard at the 'Town-hall, Their uniform is blue, 
faced and lined with red, white waiſtcoats, and huts Jaced wit} 
white. The officers wear blue laced with fitver, and ſcarlet 
waiſtcoats. | 


+ The uniform 19 greys face] with red. 


45 power, 
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power, and adminiſtration of juſtice, are in- 


truſted, 1. To the Council of XXV. called the 


Senate or Little Council. 2. The Council of 
LX. 3. The Council of CC. comprehending 


the other two, and conſiſting now of 250 mem- 


bers. The ſupreme Magiſtrates are four Syn- 


dics, elected annually, by the general aſſembly. 
Other officers are, 1. the Lieutenant, choſen 
alſo annually. 2. The Treaſurer, elected for 
three years. 3. The Procurator General, alfo 
for three years . Inferior departments of 
government and police zre managed by Com- 
mittces, called Chambers. 

The Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution is purely 
Preſbyterian, and the moſt tolerating of all the 
Reformed States. The Miniſters are either 
Paſtars, with cure of ſouls; or Poftulants, 
that is Probationers. The State takes the 
tithes, and pays the Clergy a ſtipend, not ex- 
ceeding fifty pounds a year. Miniſters are not 
ordained *till they are 24 years of age. The 
Clergy aftemble every Friday, on matters 
purely eccleſtaitical: but the Conſiſtory has, 
beſides the Paſtors, ſome lay aſſeſſors from the 


*The Syndics are elected the firſt Sunday in January; the 
Lieutenant and Auditors on the firſt Sunday in November 
in St. Peter's Church. | 


councils, 
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councils, with a Syndic preſiding. Divorces 
ſeem to be their principal buſineſs. 
The revenues of government are about 


500,000 French livres, or little more than 
| 20,000 pounds ſterling. This is raiſed from 
the domains of the ſtate, tenths, quit-rents, 
fines or alienations, a tax on perſonal effecte, a 
poll-tax, cuſtoms and duties on goods entering 
or paſſing through the city, tolls at bridges, 
&. Salaries of the Syndics are between ſe- 


venty and eighty pounds. Members of the 
Little Council have forty-five pounds. The 


| Garriſon coſts 130,000 livres. Repairs of the 
| public buildings, fortifications and roads, 
charges of the Police, &c. make up the reſt of 
the annual charges. 

The law of the State is the Roman law, 
with ſome modifications. They have no titles 
of nobility or hereditary dignities. 


| Their arts and manufactures are, watch- 
| making, jewellery, printing cottons and lin- 
nens, printing books, dreſſing leather, and 
i ſome other ſmaller articles. 

Since the late troubles, a theatre has been 
built within the city. The only public diver- 
«+ ſions beſides this are two concerts. Private 

balls are not unfrequent; and plays are ſome- 


times 


7 
' 
Fi 
7 
. 
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times performed by gentlemen and ladies. The 
chief amuſement is cards, at which the women 
conſtantly play in their ſocieties, tea-drinkings 
and aſſemblies. Moſt of the men meet daily in 
heir circles or clubs. The 12th of December 
is a kind of ſtate holiday, kept in memory of, 
the Duke of Savoy's attempt upon the city; 
and called the day of the Eſcalade. In fine 
weather, there is a great reſort to the Tyeille 
and other public walks. 

The territory of Geneva contains about 
ſeven ſquare leagues, and 1s divided into nine 
pariſhes. "The principal villages are Cligni, 
on the ſouth bank of the lake, and on an emi- 
nence, commanding an extenſive and beautiful 
proſpect. Fandreuvre farther eaſt. Cone, 
more to the ſouth; a large village, through 
which runs a brook, dividing the territory of 
the republic from Savoy. Sacconex a pretty 
village on the other ſide of the lake; with Se- 
cheron and Paguis, almoſt contiguous to the 
city. 

The detached parts of the territory are 
J, containing three villages. Cartagny, 
| Chancy, and two other villages on the Rhone. 
The Commandery of Dardagny, alſo on the 
Rhonez containing two pariſhes, Dardagny 

| and 


or 
5 —²³Vn ͤ — — 


Dur through Swiſſerland. 13 


and Satigny. Centou, on the lake, a pleaſant 
1 village, commanding a fine proſpect, acroſs 
the lake and the Chablais, to tne mountains. 
Seligni, till farther, on the north bank of the [ 
lake, where many of the rich Genevois have 
their country houſes ; The country round Ge- 
neva is ſo varied, that every village and ca- 


| pagne preſents freſh beauties, ariiing from the 

different points of view in which the lake, 

mountains, and the country preſent themſclves. \ 
The Lake of Geneva is chiefly a dependant 


es of the canton of Berne; it is bounded by the 

Pays de Vaud, belonging to that canton ; the 

duchy of Chablais, part of the King of Sardi- 

| nia's dominions ; the territories of Geneva 

| and the Pays de Gex, belonging to France : 
| 


' 
F 
at the ſouthern extremity it touches on the if 
Valais. The form of it, is that of a creſcent, | 
with the horns blunted : the length from Ge- '\ 
neva to Villeneuve is eighteen French leagues 
and three quarters; the greateſt breadth is 

| 75 500 toiſes, or three leagues anda quarter. It is 

| very ſhallow near Geneva, but off Meillerie is 

| found to be 950 French feet in depth. This 

lake owes %e chief part of its waters to the 

| Rhone, which enters it near Villeneuve, and 

goes out of it again at Geneva. There are, 


howeve 5 
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however, no leſs than thirty-one rivers or tor- 
rents, and nine nameleſs brooks, beſides the 
Rhone, that furni'h their reſpective little quo- 


tas. The great melting of ice and ſnow in 


the mountains, occaſions the lake to be five or 


ſix feet higher in ſummer than in winter; at 


which ſeaſon it never freezes. Its extent, the 
clearneſs of its waters, the variety and beauty 
of the country on its banks, make it deſervedly 
eſteemed one of the fineſt lakes in Europe. 
Strangers are no where provided with a 
greater variety of coin, than at Geneva; the 
money of almoſt every country in Europe 
being current here: they have alſo different 
ways of reckoning, by livres and Ifvres cur- 
rent. 
The pittole of gold, worth ten livres of Ge- 
neva, is rarely ſeen, 
Ecu of ſilver. 
Pieces of 21 ſols, and 102 ſols both ſilver. 
The livre is nominal, and worth two flo- 
rins. 


The florin is worth 10 ſols of France, or 12 


of Geneva. 

Pieces of 6 and 3 ſols, 15 ſol, 4 ſol, and + fol; 

this laſt is worth 6 deniers of France, or 2 gros 

of this country. Theſe are all copper waſhed. 
The 


———— R Oo” 
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The Louis d'or is worth 14 livres, 10 ſols or 
Geneva. 

French Ecu, worth 3 livres 124 ſols of Ge- 
neva. 

Three livres current of Geneva are worth 
ſrom 52 to 56 pence Engliſh, according to 
the courſe of exchange. 

The dreſs of the men at Geneva is chiefly 
broad cloth, without lace or trimmings, except 
frogs; that of the women is ſilk in winter, and 
printed cottons, which they call Indiennes, in 
ſummer. 

The ſituation of Geneva being extremely 


healthy and delightful, and ſociety of all forts 


good, it cannot but be a deſirable place of reſi- 
dence for a ſtranger: the French language is 
well ſpoken here, and there is alſo the moſt 
pertect liberty both civil and religious. 


SWISS EK N L AN D. 


The tour through Swiſſerland will take from 
ſix weeks to four months, according to the ex- 
tent of it, the degree of curioſity in the party, 
or the activity of their movements. It can only 
be accompliſhed with pleaſure and effect, be- 


4 tween 


——— 
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tween the beginning of May, and the middle or 
end of September. 
The poſt is not general through Swiſſer- 
land, and therefore you will hire horſes 
either at Geneva, or at the firſt town where 
you find no polt*, 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe a tour which ſhall 
ſuit every body; for travellers ſet out at dif- 
ferent times, from different places; they do not 


* You pay for draught-horſes a French crown by the day, 
and for ſaddle horſes, half-a-crown each, the owner paying all 
expences: the driver expects 13 or 14 batz a day, and main- 
tains himſelf, There is only one poſtillion here to four 
horſes, as in Germany; he rides on the near wheel horſe, and 
drives the leaders with reins. 

Dinner at Table d' te, or ordinaries, is about two ſhillings 
a head; in your chamber double: they always charge for the 
apartments beſides z and, upon the whole, travelling is dear: 
you live much better, however, than in England for the ſame 
money. 

The Swiſs count chiefly by livres or Francs and Batz. 

The gold ducat of Berne is worth 72 batz, or 10 livres 16 
ſols of France. a 

The Swiſe «.vre is worth 10 batz, or 30 French ſols. 

The Ecu or French crown is worth 4 Swiſs livres, or 20 
batz: and 74 batz are equivalent to 22 ſols French. 

One batz is worth 3 ſols, and 20 batz make an ecu, 
Twenty-one fol pieces are common in the canton of Berne, 
In the county of Neuchatel little pieces of old French mo- 

rey are current under the title of Piecettes, 5 
Each canton coins its own ſmall vaſe money, which is current, 

only in that canton. 


all 
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all travel in the ſame manner, have not all the 
ſame time to ſpare, cannot all hear the ſame 
fatigue, nor afford the ſame expence ; ta{t>s 
alſo vary ſo much, that the ſame things are not 
equally intereſting to all. I am not able to ſay 
that the following tour is abſolutely the beſt 
that might be made; but I apprehend, with 
ſome trifling variations, it will ſuit the gene- 
rality of travellers. I ſuppoſe you to ſet out 
from Geneva, and to coaſt the lake to ]au- 
ſanne; from thence to {trike acroſs to the lake 
of Neuchatel, by Yverdun and Neuchatel; 
next to Bienne, and from thence to Bale, Schaff- 
houſen and Conſtance; by Winterthur to 
Zuric; by Baden to Lucerne; by Soleure to 
Berne. Hence to the glaciers of Grindel- 
wald, &c. returning to Berne : from this city 
by Morat and Avenche to Fribourg, Bulle, Ve- 
vay, Aigle, Bex, S. Maurice and Martigni, to 
Chamouni and the glaciers of Savoy from 
whence it is an eaſy journey again to Geneva. * 


In 


* Mr. Coxe came from Germany to Schaff hauſen, Con- 
ſtance, St, Gallen, Canton of Apperzel, Rheinthal, Wallen- 
ſtadt, Canton of Glaris, Abbey of Einſid'en, Rappertchwyl, 
Zuric, Zug, Lucerne, Cantons of Uri, Schweitz and Under. 
walden, Mount St. Gothard, Furca, Grimi(z!, Vale of Haſli, 
Grindelwald, Laute:brunn, Mount Gem ai, Baths of Leuk y 


Vallis, 


— — 
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In going from Geneva to Lauſanne, you 
ſoon quit the territories of the Republick for 
thoſe of France. You will not, however, be 
long among dirt and beggary, in the Pays d* 
Gex, before you come to the beautiful village 
of Gentou, belonging to the Genevois. A lit- 
tle beyond this is Verſoy, where the French de- 
ſigned, ſome years ſince, to have made a port» 
and built a town, which was to rival, and even to 
eclipſe Geneva. They have a guard here, but 
no fortifications. On the left appears Ferney, 


vhere the late celebrated M. de Voltaire had 
his chateau. 


Valais, Sion, Martinac, St. Maurice, Bex, Mont Blanc and 
Glaciers of Savoy, Geneva, and Pais de Vaud, Lauſanne, Ve- 
vay, Valley of the Lake of Joux, Orbe, Verdun, Neufcha- 
tel, Colombier, Mountains of Valengin, Locle, la Chaud de 
Fond, Morat, Avenches, Fribourg, Berne, Langnau, Payerne, 
Moudon, Geneva, Bienne, Soleure, Baſil. 

The tour of a late French traveller was from Alſace to Bale, 
Schaff hauſen, Conſtance, Zuric, Baden, Berne, Soleure, Bienne F 

Neufchatel, Verdun, Orbe, auſanne, Vevay, Moudon, 
: Payerne, Avenches, Morat, Berne, Lucerne, Zug, Rapper- 
ſchwyl, Ucznach, Liechtenſteig, Heriſau, St Gall, Lindau, 
Bregentz, Rheineck, Appenzell, Sargans, Mayenteld, Pfeffers, 
Wallenſtat, Glaris, Einſidlen, Schwitz, Gerſaw, Altorf, St. 
Gothard, Airolo, La Fourche, Grimſel, Meyringen, Grin- 
delwald, Lauterbrunn, 'Thunn, Berne, Fribourg, Vevay, Aigle, 
Bex, Martigny, Trient, Valorſine, Chamouni, Martigny, 
S. Bernard. 


Leaving 


. . 
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Leaving Verſoy, you ſoon enter the Pays de 
Jaud, where the firſt place of any conſideration 
is Coppet, two leagues from Geneva. It is a 
bourg, incloſed with walls, in an agreeable 
and fruitful country, abounding in orchards 
and vineyards. Above the town is the caſtle 
of the Baron. In going from hence to Nyon, 
you paſs by Se/:9n7, | 

Nyox * is one of the four principal towns 
of the Pays de /aud. It is well ſituated, moſtly 
on a hill, and partly at the foot of it, on the 
edge of the lake: this is a ſuburb, and open; 
the higher quarter is fortified. There are yet 
ſome {mall remains of its ancient ſplendor under 
the Romans, in an old tower, in one of the 
gates, in ſeveral inſctiptions, &, On the 
corner of a houſe, is a Meduſa's head in relief, 
and a beautiful moſaic pavement has been 
found here, On the outſide of the tower is 
the ſtatue of a Roman Emperor; and in the 
wall of the church a ſtatue of a Flamen under 
Auguſtus, much disfigured. The caitle, where 
the Bailiff reſides, overlooks the lake ; and on 


Time from Geneva zh. 3o!. Inns, Croix blanche 


& Couronne. There is a view of the Pays de Vaud, in 
Rouſſeau's Heloiſe, part iv. letter 179. And a charming 
deſcription of a vintage in Swiſterland, part v. letter 7» 


that 
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that ſide there is a charming walk, with a view 
of the lake in its full extent, and of the country 
to Geneva one way, and to Vevay the other, 
with the lofty and duſky rocks of Meillerie and 
St. Gingo. The Burgundians frequent the 
fairs of Nyon, and often the weekly markets. 

Here it is commonly ſuppoſed that Czar 


built his wall from the lake to mount Jura, to 
keep the Helvelii from entering tie country of 


the Allabrages. But it will be clear to any one 


who views the country, or even conſiders the 5 
map, that this could not be the place: his in- 
trenchments were certainly along the Rhone, 
from Geneva to la Cluſe, and on the ſouth ſide 


* 


of the river. * LL 


Half a league from Nyon is 7 ** village of 
Prangin. The caſtle of the Baron is a large 
modern building, handſomely. furniſhed, on a 
riſing ground, looking towards the lake. 

Hence, entering the bailliage of Morges, 
after travelling two leagues, you come to 
RoLLE®, a pretty town, cloſe to the lake 
where it is wideſt. It has many good build- 
ings, and is delightfully ſituated, at the foot of 
a ſlope covered with vines, from which excel- 
lent wine is made. Ihe Baron's caſtle is 


Ian, la Couronne, not good, 


ancient, 
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ancient, large and ſpacious. Rolle has neither 
walls nor gates. The mineral waters near it 
are in ſome reputation, and occaſion a reſort 
of ſtrangers. 

From Rolle, in a league, you come to 
Allaman, The river of Aubonne falls into the 
lake near this village. Here ends the country 
called la Cote, ſo famous for an excellent, 
wholeſome white wine. This territory is three 
leagues in extent, from the brook of Promen- 
touſe, half a league to the caſtward of Nyon; 
and riſes inſenſibly from the lake for a league 
in breadth towards mount Jura. Seen from 
the lake, this country forms a fine amphitheatre 
of vineyards and cultivated fields, thick ſet 
with towns, villages, caſtles and country 
houſes. | 

Another league from Allaman, is St. Prez, 
and a good league farther is MoRGes *, 
capital of the Bailliage. This is a neat town, 
and one of the four principal ones of the Pays 
de Vaud, It is cloſe to the lake, in a plain of 
fields and vineyards. The caſtle is at one end 
of the town, and the church at the other, 
The latter is a handſome building, dedicated 


* Time three hours from Nyon, Inn, la Couronne, 
good. 


by 
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by an inſcription over the great door—a la 
gloire de Dien, 1772. The pulpit is placed in 
a receſs, where our communion table ſtands ; 
and the area is filled with rows of ſeats, facing 
the pulpit. Here is a harbour big enough to 
contain a hundred barques, with a quay and 
market houſe. The country is charming, and 
full of vineyards down to the lake, 

From Morges, at half a league, you paſs 
through Preverenges. "Then entering the bail- 
liage of Lauſanne, you go by St. Sulpy, and 
find it a league and half more to Lauſanne, 

The city of LausAnNne* is the largeſt 
in the Pays de Vaud, and contains about 7000 
inhabitants. It is, built on three hills, half a 
league from the lake: the caſtle is in the 
higheſt part .of it; below this is the college, 
founded in 1537. They have two paſtors, 
two profeſſors of divinity, a Hebrew profeflor 


and catechiſt, a profeſſor of Greek and mora- 


lity, of eloquence and belles lettres, of philo- 
ſophy and mathematics, of law, and two ho- 
norary places; a chair of medicine as alſo 
erected for the celebrated Tiſſot. The great 
church is at the end of this quarter, which is 


* Time from Morges 3h, 45', Principal inn, Licn 


d'or, excellent. | 
called 


# 
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called the city: ncar it is a terrace, from 
whence there is a view over the whole town. 
Of the nine churches which were once in 
Lauſanne, there remains only this, and that of 
8. Francis, which ſerves for the uſe of the lower 
town; in this the Hotel de Ville is ſituated. 
—Ouchpy, cloſe upon the lake, is the port of 
Lauſanne, 

Their trade is chiefly in printed books, gold- 
ſmiths work and jewellery ; but the whole is 
inconſiderable. Strangers are well lodged and 
received here: the air is pure and wholeſome z 
water plentiful and excellent; the neceſſaries 
of life abundant, and good of their kinds. The 
environs are mountainous, 

Lauſanne, with the whole Pays de 1 is 
ſubject to Berne. It has, however, great pri- 
vileges: the Bernois, by their Bailiff, exerciſing 
only the right of ſovereignty, retaining the 
power of the military, of pardoning criminals, 
coining money, and part of the revenues of the 
Biſhopric. 

The mountainous tract from Lauſanne to 
Vevay “*, is called la Vaux. It is one con- 
tinued vineyard, producing excellent wine. 
The road lies along the ſide of the mountains, 

| Time 2h. 45“. 
with 
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with the lake cloſe on one fide: it is rough, 
very uneven, narrow, and walled in on both 
ſides. "Through the openings there are fine 
views of the lake, and of the mountains to- 
wards the Valais. 

This would be your road if you were now 
to viſit the Valais; and the ride to Vevay is 
well worth the trouble, though you returned 
to Lauſanne; for I now ſuppoſe you to ſhape 
your courſe northwards from hence to YvER- 
Dux; which is a large, airy, well- built town, 
not far from the lake of Yverdun, or Neu- 


chatel, in a ſmall iſland, formed by the two 


branches of the river Thiele. This town is 
celebrated for its printing, has a manufaCtory 
of cottons and linnens, and 1s one of the paſ- 
ſages for the merchandize which is brought 
from Piedmont to Germany. "There are baths 
near Yverdun, which are much frequented in 
ſummer, and where you may lodge. 

An excurſion to the valley of the lake of 
Joux, by Orbe and the beautiful valley of 
Romain Motier, will be highly intereſting to 
all lovers of pictureſque ſcenery &. 

The lake of Neuchatel is about twenty miles 
in length, and five in breadth. By means of the 


* See Coxc, letter xxv. p. 266. 1 
little 
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q The Lake of Neuchatel is about 20 miles in 
length, and 5 in breadth, By means of the 
little river Venoge, it might eaſily communi- 
Cate with the lake of Geneva. It receives 
the ſuperfluous waters of the lake of Morat, 
4 y means of the Broye; and diſcharges itſelt 
by the Tiele into the lake of Bienne; thus 
| having a communication with the ocean, for 
the Tiele ſoon meets the Aar, which runs into 
the Rhine. 

From Yyverdun to Neuchatel, you ſkirt the 
* weſt ſide of the lake, through Grandſon, St. 
Aubin, Boudri, Colombier, &c. the road run- 
ning along the fide of Jura, through a country 


: reſembling the diſtrict of la aux &. 


NEUCHATEL + is very pleaſantly ſituated, 
partly on the declivity of a mountain, and 
partly on a little plain, between that and the 
lake. On one fide it has a view of the lake in 
its whole extent; with the back ground filled 
up by the Alps, whoſe ever- frozen ſummits 
terminate the horizon. The mountain againſt 
which the town is built, defends it from th; 
North, and is entirely covered with vines pro- 


Wy: 


ducing an excellent ſort of wine, which is the 


$ 
See Coxe, letter xxVI. p. 273 
4 4+ Inn, la Couronne; good. 
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with the lake cloſe on one fide: it is rough, 
very uneven, narrow, and walled in on both 
ſides. Through the openings there are fine 
views of the lake, and of the mountains to- 
wards the Valais. 

This would be your road if you were now 
to viſit the Valais; and the ride to Vevay is 
well worth the trouble, though you returned 
to Lauſanne; for I now ſuppoſe you to ſhape 
your courſe northwards from hence to YvER- 
DUN z which is a large, airy, well-built town, 
not far from the lake of Yverdun, or Neu- 
chatel, in a ſmall iſland, formed by the two 
branches of the river Thiele. This town is 
celebrated for its printing, has a manufactory 
of cottons and linnens, and 1s one of the paſ- 
ſages for the merchandize which is brought 


from Piedmont to Germany. There are baths 
near Yverdun, which are much frequented in 
ſummer, and where you may lodge. 

An excurſion to the valley of the lake of 
Joux, by Orbe and the beautiful valley of 
Romain Motier, will be highly intereſting to 
all lovers of pictureſque ſcenery *. 

The lake of Neuchatel is about twenty miles 


in length, and five in breadth. By means of the 


* See Coxc, letter xxv. p. 266, . 
little 
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The Lake of Neuchatel is about 20 miles in 
length, and 5 in breadth, By means of the. 
little river Venoge, it might eaſily communi- 
cate with the lake of Geneva. It receives - 
the ſuperfluous waters of the lake of Morat, 
by means of the Broye; and diſcharges itſelt 
by the Tiele into the lake of Bienne; thus 
having a communication with the ocean, for 
the Tiele ſoon meets the Aar, which runs into 
the Rhine. 

From Yverdun to Neuchatel, you ſkirt the 
weſt ſide of the lake, through Grandſon, St. 
Aubin, Boudri, Colombier, &c. the road run- 
ning along the fide of Jura, through a country 
reſembling the diſtrict of la Vaux *, 

NEUCHATEL + is very pleaſantly ſituated, 
partly on the declivity of a mountain, and 
partly on a little plain, between that and the 
lake. On one ſide it has a view of the lake in 
its whole extent; with the back ground filled 


up by the Alps, whole ever-frozcn ſummits 
terminate the horizon. The mountain againſt 
which the town is built, defends it from th; 
North, and is entirely covered with vines pro- 


ducing an excellent ſort of wine, which 's the 
uy ' 


\ P See Coxe, letter XXVI. P · 273 
4+ lan, la Couronne; good. 
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chief thing they export: though lately trade 
has gained ground here, and manufactures of 
cotton have been eſtabliſhed. 

There is nothing remarkable in any of the 
public buildings. "The Caſtle is large and 
commands the city. The Church near this is 


a gothic ſtructure of the tenth century: it has 


an organ, and ſome tombs of the Counts and 
Counteſſes of Neuchatel and Vallengin. In 
the centre of the town is another church, of 
more modern ſtructure; which alſo has an or- 
gan, and ſerves for the uſe of the German au- 


ditory. 


in public buildings, there is no town in Swiſ- 


ſerland that can boaſt more handſome houſes in 
its ſuburbs and environs : many of them are 


built in a good ſtyle, and in charming ſitua- 
tions: that of M. Du Peyrou is the moſt 
ſtately. 

The Comt®s of Neuchatel and Vallengin are 
ander the King of Pruſſia, but his authority 
is little more than nominal ; he cannot even 
raiſe a ſingle recruit in them. They make a 
part of the Helvetic body. 


The road from Neuchatel to Bienne * is : 


; Time ſix hours, 


thro? 


To make amends for want of magnificence 
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thro' St. Blaiſe, a bourg at the end of the lake; 
Montmiral, where there is a houſe of Moravian 
girls; Pont-de-T hiele, where you leave the 
principality of Neuchatel, and enter the canton 


of Berne; Anet, Siſelen, IV alperfweil, three 


villages; and Nipav, a pretty little town, 
only three quarters of a mile from Bienne, and 
belonging to Berne. 

BIENNE is agreeably ſituated, near the lake 
of the ſame name, in a plain watered by the 
Suze, at the foot of a mountain, covered with 
vines. The inhabitants are about 6000 in 
number. Though belonging to the Biſhop of 
Baſil, the ſpiritual government is totally inde- 
pendent on him: and as to the temporal, the 
Biſhop indeed has a Mayor, who preſides in his 
name, but he mult be one of the Little Coun- 
cil, and does homage to the city, as the city 
does reciprocally to him. The Biſhop has an 
annual reyenue of about 300 pounds ſterling, 
but has no authority. The city makes its own 
aws, puniſhes delinquents, and enters into al- 
liances. There are two Councils; the great 
one of forty, and the little one of twenty-four 
members, choſen out of the fix companies, 
The Burgomaſter is chief magiſtrate. They 
have bcen in alliance with Berne ſince 1352; 

B 2 with 
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with Soleure ſince 1382; with Fribourg ſince 
1407. The prevailing language is German, 
but French is much in uſe, The religion is 
Proteſtant, and there are two German churches, 
with one French. There is no building worth * 
obſervation; nor any curioſities in the place. 1 | 
The country about however is romantic, and p 
the lake is beautiful: it 1s about three leagues 
in length, and half an one in breadth. The 
charming iſland of S. Pierre, is a league in cir- 
cuit, and contains about 200 acres, laid out in 
woods, walks, and a great variety of culti- 
vation.* | y. 
The principal employment of the people of 1 
| Bienne, is the dreſſing of ſkins for leather: they 
| have alſo a ſmall manufacture of printed li- 
nens. 
| Either from Neuchatel or this place, you 
may make a pleaſant and intereſting tour to 
Chaud-de-Fond and Locle. If from the firſt, 
you paſs through Vallengin, a ſmall open bourg, | 
| with a modern caſtle; and then croſs the va! 
' die Rus, in which there are above twenty vil- | 
| lages If from the ſecond, you go a moſt ro- 
wantic road by Byjan and Frainvillier, where 1 


See the deſcription of it by Ronſſeau (who reſided here in 
3765) in his Reverics cinguieme promenade. * . 


are 
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are mills for making iron wire, and at the lat- 
ter a fine cataract of the river Suze, Roche- 
| nette, where is a mill for making iron pots, 
among ſteep rocks; la Hutte, in a narrow val- 
ley, on the bank of the Suze. In three hours you 


arrive at Sonſebo, a village at the foot of the 
mountain, which you paſs in going by Belle- 
lay, and Porentruy to Bale. Near this is 
Pierre-pertuis (petra pertuſa,) a piſtureſque 
arch, cut through the rock of mount Jura, for 
a communication between the Helvetii and 
Rauraci. It is 50 feet in thickneſs, 25 feet in 
{ thickneſs, 25 feet wide, and 26 high. Over 
it is a mutilated latin inſcription. Hence in an 
hour you come to Courtelary, a bourg of the 

valley of St. Imier; taen to St. Imier, capital 
of the valley, and in two hours more to Renans, 

at the foot of the mountain ſeparating the biſhop- 


3 rick of Bale from the principality of Neuchatel. 


St. Imier is a beautiful vale of paſtures, be- 
tween two ridges of mountains covered with 


pines, having ſeveral pretty villages, and num- 


bers of ſcattered dairy-houſes all along it. 
- Frum Renans to Chaud-de-Fond is three 
hours: during two of which it is a continued 
* Keep aſcent to Corps-de-garde, a retired place, 
in a wild ſituation, and conſiſting only of a few 
B 3 dairy- 
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dairy-houſes, in the midſt of fine paſtures, or- 
namented with cluſters of firs, placed by na- 
ture, as if they had been planted purpoſely for 
beauty. 'T his is the frontier between the biſhop- 
zick of Bale, and the county of Vallengin ; and 
the higheſt ground hereabouts. Hence you de- 
ſcend rapidly, and in an hour find yourſelf 
at the induſtrious and flouriſhing village of 
CHavp-Dt-Foxp*, where a variety of me- 
chanical works, and eſpecially clock and watch- 


making, are carried to a great degree of pericc- 


tion. It takes two hours to go from hence 


to Locle, where the fame arts are purſued, with 


equal vigour, Here are curious ſubterrancous 


milla, turned by a torrent chat falls down a per- 
pendicular rock. There are three of theſe 
mills one under the other, hall a league from 
che town ; and there is one of tue fame kind 
at Chaud-de-Fond. 

There are about 6000 inhabitants in theſe 
two villages and their diſtricts: and it is a 
great ſingularity to ſee the mechanical arts 
ftlouriihing amidit rocks and foreſts of pines. 


They have every workman among them, 


* The time nine hours; bad accommodations at the Fleur- 
de-lys, in Renans; but the ſame ſign in Chaud-de-Fonds 
very good. 
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wanted for all the numerous branches of watch- 


g, and mace all their own tools. It is 


{ ſuppoſed 40,000 watches are exported annually; 


and all this in a country, which not many years 


" Ance was one continued fore!t®, 


The villages in all this country are much 
ſcattered. 'Fte houſes whitened, ſquat and 


* broad; with all we call out-houſes contained 
under the ſame roof, which is covered with 


ſhingles. Chaud-de-Fond begins to take a 


a little conſiſtenge and beauty, and even to 


aim at magnificence : ſome of their houſes are 


/ 
large, and almoſt handſome : many of them are 
built of ſtone, and they begin to cover with 


tiles inſtead of ſhingles ; to have large windows 
with ſaſh panes, inſtead of the the old low caſe- 
mergs with little round quarries. 

Returning to Neuchatel or Bienne, or mak- 
ing the circuit from the firſt of theſe towns to 
the ſecond, by Vallengin, Chaud-de-Fond, &c. 
inſtead of going the direct road, you will now 


make for Bale; either through the biſhop- 


»The firſt watch ſeen in theſe parts, was one brought from 
London, in 1679, which excited one of the inhabitants to make 
one; he accompliſhed his purpoſe un liſted, * See more in 
Rouſſeau, vol. 12, Lettres diverſes z Coxe, letter xxvi. &c. 
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rick, which is the ſhorteſt and moſt pleaſant 
or by Soleure, which is the beſt road. 
SOLEURE®, capital of the canton of the ſame 


name, ſituated on the river Aar, is more re- 


markable for its antiquity, than for any beauty 
in its buildings. Medals and inſcriptions, 
have been found here; but the city was en- 
tirely ruined by the Huns, Goths, and Van- 


dals: there is now only an old tower remain- 


ing, in the middle of it. The modern city is 


on a hill, ſloping gradually to the river; and 


though the buildings in general are in an old 
ſtyle, yet there are ſome handſome houſes, 


particularly that of the French Ambaſladors, 


who have reſided here above two centuries. 


The fortifications are regular, in the modern 
{tyle, and well kept. 

The collegiate church of St. Urſus, is in an 
elevated ſituation, and ſurrounded by a church- 
yard, forming a lofty terrace, to which you aſ- 


cend from the ſtreet, by a handſome flight of 


ſteps. The Jeſuits had a fine church here, 
with a magnificent front, built at the expence 
of Louis XIV. The convent of the Corde- 
liers is very large: The Hotel de ville is a good 


| building, | 


* Inn, la Couronne, good, 
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; 7 building, and the arſenal is faid to be well fur- 
niſhed. 

The canton of Soleure is the eleventh in 
rank; it is eleven leagues long, and ſeven in its 
greateſt breadth, The population is between 
forty and fifty thouſand, of which five thouſand 
in the capital, 


1 4 5 


7 


The government is ach the ſame as at Lu- | 
cerne and Fribourg. The whole of the can- 4 
ton is Catholick, except the bailliage of Bu- | 
chegg. Their alliance with Berne commenced 


18 


in 1291; and in 1481 they were received into 0 
the general confederacy. In 1777 an alli- 4 
ance was concluded here between the King of 
France, and the thirteen cantons and their 
allies, for fifty years. Before this alliance none 
of the proteſtant ſtates ever received any pen- 
ſrons from France ; but now the cantons of 
Appenzel and Glaris, and the town of Bienne 
have agreed to accept ſubſidies. 

The road from from Soleure to Bale * lies 
through the chain of Jura, along the rich vale 
of Balſtal : about Clus, Falkenſtein, &c. it is 


» 
: 
«3 


* 


4 


* The time ten hours, viz, fix to Warburg, and four to 
Bale; the inn at the firſt, the Croſs-keys, at the LS the 
three King*,a very good one. 


1 very 
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very romantic. You come again to vine- 
yards as you approach Bale, and the poles for 
the vines are eight feet high ;, which is dou- 
ble the height you find them of in France, and 
the Pays de Vaud. 

BALE or BA sI. is the largeſt city of Swil- 
ſerland; capable of containing 100,000 inha- 
bitants, but it can ſcarcely number 11,0c0. It 
is built on both ſides of the Rhine, which here 
becomes a large river. The two parts of the 


city are joined by a wooden bridge, 60d feet in 


length. The greateſt part of the town is on, 
the Swiſs ſide; and this has nine or ten 
churches, and ſeven or eight convents, now put 
to other uſes: the little town has four churches, 
and three convents. | | _ 

The cathedral is an elegant gothic build- 


ing, disfigured by being daubed all over with 


red. Within is a marble altar, and a hand- 
ſome baptiſtery, or font; an organ, adorned with 


paintings by Holbein; and monuments of ſeve- 


ral illuſtrious perſons, among others of Eraſ- 
mus. The church of St. Peter is at one end 
of the city; behind it is a ſquare, ſhaded with 
trees; on one ſide is the arſenal, and on the 
other, the houſe in which is M. Foeſch's cabinet 

3 of 
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of Medals. In the ſame ſtreet is the Botanic 


garden. Lower down, nearer the Rhine, is the 


-_ 


convent of the Dominicans, now the Freach 
church. On a wall of the church-yard is the 
famous freſco of the Dance of Death, com- 
monly aſcribed to Holbein, but certainly 
painted before he was bora, and now almoſt 
worn gut. Holbein probably took the hint for 
his famous drawings from theſe old freſcos- 
Not far from the Cathedral is the Hotel de 
Ville, an ancient building. The great room in 
which the Council aſſembled in 1481, remains 
Teemingly' i in its original ſtate. 

The univerſity was founded by Pope Pius 
II. in 1459. The library contains many an- 


cient manuſcripts and firit printed books, with 
a cabinet of natural hiſtory, ſome medals and 
gems, but it is moſt remarkable for the paint- 


ings and drawings by Holbein; many of them 
excellent, and in high preſervation, as the 
Paſſion of our Saviour, in eight compartments, 


which was an altar-picce ; Chriſt Dead: the 


. Laſt Supper; Lais, and Venus and Cupid, 


companions ; portrait of Holbein himſelf; of 
his wife and children; ON ſriend Amer- 
bach, &c. Original drawings, by Holbein, Al- 

bert 
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bert Durer, Aldegraft, &c. in eight volumes. 
A conſiderable collection of ancient engravings, 
among which is a complete copy of the Biblia 
P.uperum; and another of modern prints. 

There are ſeveral private cabinets of natural 
hiſtory at Bale; as Dr. D*Annones's, M. Je- 
rome Bernouilli's, and others. M. De Me- 
chel, the engraver, a diſciple of Wille's, Las 
ſome capital pictures, and a great collection of 
the beſt prints, in which he deals largely. 

The principal branches of trade are ſilks, 
ribbands, printed cottons, caps, gloves and 
paper; ſome of the merchants here are opu- 
lent, but the ſumptuary laws are ſtrict, and a 
ſimplicity of manners 1till reigns at Bale. 

A ftrange cuſtom prevails here, that the 
town clocks are always an hour too faſt; fo. 
that when it is really noon, it 1s one o'clock at, 
Bale, and ſo on. Several reaſons are aſſigned 
for this ſingularity*, which the magiſtrate can- 
not yet perſuade the common people to alter. 

The population of this canton is4ſtimated at 
40,000 It is properly out of the circuit of an- 
cient Helvetia, and was not received into the 
Helvetic body, 'til. 1501. The reformation 


* Sce Coxe, p. 42 9, Kc. 
WAS 
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was embraced in 1520, by the perſuaſion of 


Oecolampadius. 

The ſovereignty reſides in the Great Coun- 
cil of 216, with the two Burgomaſters and two 
Tribunes. This council is made up of 12 


_ perſons out of each of the 15 tribes, and the- 


three companies of the little city. Theſe 
Joined to the four chiefs and the Little Coun- 
eil of 60, form another council of 280. The 
meaneſt citizen is capable of being a member 
ot theſe councils. The Prince of Baden Dour- 


lach has a palace here, but no authority, 


From Bale you will go to Schafthauſen, be- 
tween the Black Foreſt and the Rhine. Since 
the country is not fine, and the inns are bad, 
it may be adviſeable to take the poſt. 

SCHAFFHAUSENS®, is ſituated on the nor- 


# hern bank of the Rhine. It is ſlightly forti- 


fied, and has a kind of citadel, but no garriſon, 
though a frontier town. The buildings are 
old faſhigned and indifferent : moſt of them 
have the name of the inhabitant, the date of 
the building, and ſome device. over the door, 
and ſome have the front painted all over. 


Inn, la Couronne, very good. 


Here 


2 — 
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Here and at Bale, they are fond of ſalient win- 
dows and mirrors to enable them to look up and 


down theſtreets: theſe are not very narrow, but 
they are ill-pàved, with middle and croſs kennels, 


There are two conſiderable churches, the 


Muniter, and St. John's; in the latter is a li- 


brary; and there is a fecond in the town for the 


uſe of the citizens. At the Reformation, a 
ſchool or academy was eſtabliſhed, where the 
ſacred languages, and ſciences proper for eccle- 
faſticks are taught. 

The bridge over the Rhine, built in 17 54, 


by Grubenmann, a common carpenter, is a 
very curious work, of that kind which, is 
called Hængetoerꝶ by the Germans. It is en- 


tirely of timber, 365 Engliſh feet in length, 
and yet reſting wholly on the two ends. It is 


Covered over and was built in three years. 


Dr. Amman's cabinet of natural hiſtory is 


very extenſive, and well arranged; his brother 
has {ome good pictures. . Gf 


Here are ſome manufactures of linen, cotton, 


and filk: but the principal article of exporta- 
tion is wine, for which they procure corn in 


exchange from Suabia. The ſumptuary laws 


' are very ſtrict, and all Samos of chance are 


prchibited. 
. 12 
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In order to view the famous caſcade of the 
Rhine, you mutt either go to Lauffen, which is 
a league from Schaffhauſen; or to Neuh auſen, 
which is only half a league, and where the fall 
is ſeen to better advantage; but at the latter 
you muſt croſs the river, to which ſome perſons 


| have an objection. Hence you have firſt a 
back view of the Caſcade, and when you have 


walked down the hill, it plays upon vou in all 


forms as you go to-the ferry, from a profile to 


a front view; as you croſs the river, you en- 


joy it in full front all the way, and diſtinguiſh 


the three ſheets of water, rolling down in al! 


their majeſty; you ſce allo that towards the op- 


poſite fide, part of it is daſhed bock and broken 
into ſpray: the whole is white with foam, ex- 
cept here and there ſome green tints, eſpecially 


when the ſun ſhines upon it. Having croſſed _.. 
the river, you mount the hill to a little platform, $74 vw 
built on purpoſe to bring you cloſe to the caſ- | 


cade ; and there you ſee it foaming with the 


greateſt fury, whilſt you are ſafe even from 
the ſpray, unleſs the wind happen to ſet to- 
wards you. If the view of this object be 


truly pictureſque from the other hide, from 
hence it is grand and majeſtic, By aſcend- 


ing a little higher to the caſtle of Lauffen, you 


have 
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have a fourth view, wherein you look down 
upon the falling river, and alfo trace its pro- 
greſs. In order to ſee the rainbow formed by 
the ſpray, you muſt be on the ſpot before nine 
o'clock in the morning. Accounts vary much 


as to the height of the cataract; but this is 
chiefly owing to the different ſeaſons at which 


travellers have viewed it. Whea 1 ſaw i it . 


June, I judged the fall to be 40 feet, and was 
informed that it was then lower than tual 5 in 


wat © 


it is ſaid to be 80 feet; ot ſitic times in 


winter, not more than 20. After all it is not 
the height of the fall, but the immenſity of the 


body of water, broken in a moſt pictureſque 
manner by the rocks, that conſtitutes the beauty 
of the caſcade of Lauffer. 

The canton of Schaffhauſen is the twelfth in 
rank, and the leaſt of them all, being only five 
leagues in length, and three in breadth. The 
number of Inhabitants about 30,000. It is the 


barrier of Swiſſerland againſt Germany, and is 


wholly on the German ſide of the Rhine. The 


Se ſovereignty reſides in the Great Council, 


which includes the Little Council or Senate 
of Twenty-four, with the reigning burgomaſ- 
ter preſiding ; ; * whole number is 185; and 
they 


* 
* | 
1 
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they are all choſen from the 12 tribes, into 
which the citizens, who are about 1600, are 
divided. The executive power is in the Se- 


nate. Schaffhauſeu has been united with the 
Cantons ſince 14.54, and was formally received 


into the confederacy in 1501. 

From Schaff hauſen you go to Conſtance by 
Stein *, pleaſantly ſituated at the head of the 
Hirte lake of Conſtance, or Zeller Lee. Not 


far from hence, is the ſtone quarry of Oenighen, 5 
5 wherein i is abundance of foffil fiſh, inſects and 


leaves, in good preſervation. The country is 
fine, in ſome places, between Schaff hauſen 
and Conſtance, but the road is narrow and in- 
different f. You may go by water, either 5 
from Schaff hauſen or Stein, but the firſt will 
be tedious. 

At ConNSTANCE there is nothing worth | 
ſeeing; except perhaps the Town-houſe, and 
the room where the council was held in the. 
15th century; it now ſerves for the arſenal; 


the chairs in which the Pope and Emperor fat, - 


are {till ſhewn there. The buildings are old 


and bad; the city full of monks, with graſs 258 


* La Cigne, a good inn. | 
+ The time to Stein 3 hours, to Conſtance 4—=To 80 che 
whole way by water will take at leaſt 12 hours. | Nn 
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| growing in the ſtreets: the inhabitants are 
d ſcarcely 3000, of which between ſix and ſeven 
"F hundred are burgeſſes; at the time of the 


The lake is 15 or 16 leagues long, and 5 or 
| 6 broad in the wideſt part; the banks of it are 
i | _ gently riſing hills: it is wider than that of 
| [2 Geneva, but has not ſo much pitureſque 
| beauty. 


Council there were more than 26,000, 
1 
' 


' + of, 
1 Hence you will either make a tour to St. 
; 


Gall, and the cantons of Appenzell and Gla- 
| \ ris*; or returning to Schaffhauſen, go by 
i Egliſau; or elle directly by Winterthur to Zu- 
1 [ ric. In the latter road you paſs Frauenfeld, 

| the capital of Turgovia, where the Diet of the 
" Swiſs is held. In 1771 the greater .part of it 
| was burnt, but it has been almoſt wholly re- 
; built. Winterthur is the firſt town in the can- 
ton of Zuric ; it has a large and good library, 


> 
- 
<3 
— — 


with a curious cabinet of medals, The en- 
virons are fertile and produce good wine ; and 
commerce is flouriſhing. 


— 3 
- « 
a. <9. 99 


See Coxe, letters 1v. to vI1.—The inhabitants of S. Gall 


are uncommonly induſtrious, and have an extenſive commerce 


in their manufactures of linnen, muſlin and embroidery, 
The arts and ſciences are cultivated, and literature is in great 


eſteem. Their library is ample, and well arranged. 
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las 


tremity of a large and beautiful lake; where 


are narrow, and the buildings indifferent. 
IT here are five churches. 1. The Groſs-Mun- 
- ſter, a-plain edifice with two large towers, on 


duke of Suabia on the other, of Charlemagne: 
here was a dean and canons, which were not 
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Zunlc * is one of the moſt conſiderable 
Cities in Swiſſerland, for its antiquity, credit 
and rank. It is pleaſantly ſituated, at the ex- 


the river Limmat iſſues from it, dividing the 
city into two unequal parts, which are con- 
nected by two wooden bridges. The ſtreets 


one of which is an equeſtrian ſtatue of Rupert 


diſpoſſeſſed at the Reformation: here alſo is 
the College, and the public Schools, where the 
humanities, the learned languages, philoſophy 
and theology are taught. 2. The Frawen- 
Munſter, belonged to a royal abbey of ladies, 
founded in 853 by Louis, fon of Louis le De- 
bonnaire : at the Reformation, the Abbefs ſur- 
rendered the eſtates to the magiſtrates, who 


converted it into a college for the maintenance 
of poor ſcholars. 3. St. Peter's; the ſteeple of 
which having been burnt down by lightning, 
was lately rebuilt. Near this is a ſquare called 


1 


L' epce, a moſt excellent inn. 
| * 


Lindenhoff, - N 
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Lindenhof}; from its being planted with lime 
trees: it is on an eminence, by the river, and 
overlooks all the city, with the neighbouring 
country. The citadel] ſtood formerly here, but 
it was raſed in the thirteenth century, by per- 
miſſion of Frederic II. 4. The church of the 
Dominicans, or of the Holy Ghoſt. 5. The 
church of Octenbach. There is a church alſo 
belonging to the hoſpital; and the Waſferkirch 
is converted into a hbrary, which has a conſi- 
derable collection of manuſcripts, and many of 
the firſt printed books ſeveral volumes of let- 
ters to and from the Reformers, among which 
are ſome from Lady Jane Gray, to Bullinger, 
in Latin, writ at fourteen and fifteen years of 
age----the original manuſcript of Quintilian, 
which belonged to the abbey of St. Gall, &c. - 

The Hotel de Ville ſtands on the bank of the 


river; it is a good building of hewn ftone, 


with a portal of black marble, a great deal of 
carving both within and without, and orna- 
mented in front with heroes of ancient repub- 
lies and of Swiſſerland. In the veſtibule are 
two large pictures repreſenting all the fiſh of 


the neighbouring river and lake; and there are 


ſeveral other pictures in the apartments. 
4 The 


5 
L 


phan: houſe; it is alſo in one of the moſt plea- 


better furniſhed with all the implements of war 


* 


Here are arms for Zo, ooo men; ſome of the 
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The handſomeſt edifice in Zuric is the Or- 


th 
ſant ſituations, | 
The arſenal conſiſts of ſeveral buildings, 


than any in Swiflerland, except that of Berne. 


huge ſwords and weighty armour of the ancient 
Swiſs ; the croſs-bow of William Tell, with 
which they pretend he ſhot an apple from his 
ſon's head in 1307, &c, 
There is a public granary cloſe to the river, 
always amply furniſhed. In the old granary, 
near the church of the Dominicans is ſome 
corn of the year 1540, ſaid to be fo well pre- 
ſerved, that tolerable bread may till be made 

of it. PLS 
The ſociety of Naturaliſts at Zuric eſta- 
bliſhed in 1748, has a library, a muſeum, an 
altronomical and phyſical apparatus, &c. Mr. 
John Geſner has a noble library, a fine hortus 
ſiccus, and a very conſiderable cabinet of foſſils. 
M. Schulteſs, M. Eſcher, M. Lavater and 
others, have alſo collections of natural hiſtory: 
and Scheuchzer's cabinet is in the poſſeſſion of 
his nephew. Zuric abounds in perſons of 
« | learning 
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learning and merit. M. Solomon Geſner, the 


poet and painter, and M. Lavater, the phyſi- 
ognomiſt, are very generally known; Dr. Hir- 
zel, author of Socrate Ruſtique; Dr. Schinz, 
nephew to the venerable and benevolent John 


Geſner, and many others, deſerve no leſs to 


be known. | 

The inhabitants of Zuric yet preſerve much 
of the candour and ſimplicity of the ancient 
Swiſs, with great attention to ſtrangers. I hey 
have much virtue and piety, without pride or 
oltentation. They are religious obſervers of 
their word, and ready to do kind offices; ac- 
tivity and induſtry are very viſible among them; 
ſuch as are not men of letters, apply themſelves 
to buſineſs. Their principal manufactures are 


ſilks, cottons and crape, which is eſteemed par- 


ticularly excellent; they have ſilk-mills; and 
at ſome diſtance from the city on the lake, a 
manufacture of porcelaine. Their chief traffic 
is with France, Italy, Holland, and Ruſſia. 
The Lake of Zuric is about ten leagues 


in length; but in no part exceeds a league in 


breadth: its figure is nearly that of a bow, and 


it is ſupplied by the river Lint, which enters 


it below Grinaw, and goes out again at Zuric, 
under 


- 
*. 4. 
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dj under the name of Lindmatt or Limmatt. At 
"I Rapperſchwyi, where the lake is contracted 
and ſhallow; a bridge is thrown acroſs it, 1850 

Paces in length: it is of wood, without rails, 


5 and the boards are not faſtened. On the welt 
| {ide of the lake is mount Albis which is pretty 
13 | high; and on the eaſt a chain of mountains, 

which are lower and better cultivated : the 
banks ary in general very gay, being one conti- 
nued chain of vineyards, meadows, gardens 
; | 


little woods, country houſes and villages, 

» The Sovereignty of Zuric is veſted in the 

| y *Council of Two Hundred, conſiſting of 212 

8 Ring elected from the thirteen tribes, and 

_ compriſing the ſenate or Little Council. The 

latter is compoſed of 24 tribunes, taken equally 

from the 12 tribes of commons, and four 

counſellors, choſen by the tribe of nobles : to 

theſe there are added 20 counſellors, elected by 

| the ſovereign.council, making in all, with the 

two burgomaſters, fifty members, The ſenate 
has the whole executive power. 

Zuric was the firſt city of Swiſſerland that 
embraced the reformation. It was begun by 
Zuinglius in 1517, and formally eſtabliſhed in 
1524, with great temper, 

"| - | The 
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The relation of Zuric to the Helvetic body, 
is by alliance with Schwitz, and Uri, in 1251, 
with Schafthauſen, in 1344, and with Berne, iu 
1385, renewed in 1423. But in 1351 Zuric 
entered into a perpetual alliance with the four 
cantons of Lucerne, Uri, Schwitz and Under- 
wald, and obtained the pre-eminence, as firſt 
canton, which it {till maintains, by the opinion 
which the others have of its integrity, upright- 


neſs and independency. | 
The canton of Zuric is forty miles in length 


and thirty in breadth, where it is the wideſt. 


It abounds in corn, wine and excellent paſtures; 


and is exceeding populous, The number gf 


inhabitants is ſuppoſed to be about 150,000, 


of which 12,000 are in the capital. They 
have a regiment, and fome companies in the 
ſervice of France, a regiment in that of Hol- 
land, and ſome companies in the ſervice of the 
King of Sardinia“. 


The 


From Zuric, it would be an intereſting excurſion, by the 


Lake to Utznach, by the Lake of Walleſtat to Walleſtat, and 


ſo to Coire the capital of the Griſons, and even to the Valt- 
line, But ſuch excurſions are beyond my limits, a nd are too 


long and difficult for the generality, They who ride cn 
horſeback, may go acroſs the country from Turic to Lu- 
cerne, by Zug; which is the only walled town among, the lei- 


„K ds on 
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ody, The carriage road from Zuric to Lucerne 
251, lies through BADEN“, the Ajtiæ Helvetice ot 
„ in the Romans; ſituated on the river Limmatt, in 
uric # a narrow plain, between two hills. Its baths 
four were famous under Auguſtus, or very ſoon af- 
der- ter; and abundance of antiquities have been 
firſt | found here. 
ion | + The hot baths are at a little diſtance from the 
ht- Si town, below it, and on the banks of the Limmatt. 
The great baths are on the left bank; there are 
oth ſixty of them, large and commodious, in the ho- 
eſt. tels and lodging-houſes; and in the middle of the 
es; . town are public open baths, ſor the uſe of the 
of oor : they are all ſupplied by ſeven ſprings. 
oo, | * The county of Baden is about ſeven leagues | 
ey | in length, and three in breadth ; is watered by 
the | three navigable rivers; and is ſubject to Berne, 
ol- F Zuric, and Glaris, who fend a bailiff in turn, 
the The religion is mixed, but the catholic pre- 
| dominates. 
he © LUCERNE}, is ſituated at the northern ex- 
the ſer cantons. It is delightfully ſituated on a beautiful lake, in a 
and fertile valley. The lake is three leagues long, and one broad. 
alt- You embark on the lake of Lucerne at Kuſnacht. 
too Time four hours. Inn la Balance. 


+ Time from Baden to Meriſchwande, four hours, 45 n: - 


nutcs. Inn, Lion d'or: to Lucerne, 5. 15: inn, Aigle d'or, ex- 
cellent. | 


. 5 tremity 
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tremity of a moſt beautiful lake, where the 
river Reuſs iſſues from it. The buildings art 
ancignt, and the ſtreets narrow ; nor is Lu- 
cerne populous in proportion to its extent, the 
inhabitants being only between three and four 
thouſand. Since this is the great paſlage to 
Italy by mount St. Gothard; and the mer- 


chandize which paſſes the Alps on mules, | 


and is to be tranſported by the rivers Reuſs, 
Aar and Rhine, is all depoſited here ; it might 
have a flouriſhing trade if arts and manufac- 
tures were attended to. The Reuſs ſeparates 
the town into two unequal parts, which are 
connected by three bridges; one wide, for 
Carriages ; and two narrow covered ones for 
foot paſſengers : beſides theſe there is a fourth, 
over an arm of the lake, to paſs to the cathe- 
dral. "Three of theſe bridges have old bad 
paintings, of the dance of death, and the hiſ- 
tory ot the Bible and of Swiſſerland. They 
make a commodious, dry walk for the inha- 
bitants. 

Of religious edifices, the principal are, the 
cathedral, or collegiate church of St. Leger; 
the convent of Cordeliers; the college of the 
Jeſuits; the convent of Capuchins; and two 

3 convents 
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convents of Nuns. Of the ſecular buildings, 
the hotel de Ville is the principal. The arie- 


nal is well furniſhed. The water tower is re- 


markable only for its poſition and antiquity: 

it is ſaid to have been a pharos or lighthouſe, 
Dr. Lang's cabinet conſiſts chiefly of petr: - 

factions, and extraneous foſſils; eſpecially thoſe 


of Mount Pilat, near Lucerne. But what at- 


tracts moſt the notice of ſtrangers is, a plan in 
relief of part of the cantons of Lucerne, Zug, 


and Berne, and the whole of Schweitz, Uri, 


and Underwald, executed by General Pfiffer, on 
a large ſcale. He has completed about fixty 


ſquare leagues; the plan is twelve feet long, 


and nine and a half broad: every mountain is 
accurately meaſured; and every object diſ- 
tinctly placed. 

The Lake of Lucerne exhibits greater ya- 
ricty, and more picturelque ſcenery than 


any other of tae Swiſs lakes. It is ſeven 


leagues long, in a right line, and three wile 
about Nuſſmacht; but the ſhape is very irre- 


. gular. The whole ſouth fide is bordered by 


high mountains ; but the north exhibits hills of 


no great height. The narrow gulph that ex- 
tends towards the weſt, is bordered on the N, 


and N. W. by Mount Pilat, which is a ſingle 


C 2 mountain, 
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mountain, riſing boldly more than 6000 feet 
above the lake; and on the 8. by mount Bur- 
genberg. Stantz-Stadt, belonging to the can- 
ton of Underwald, is on this fide ; and here- 
abouts the lake is deepeſt. Kuſſnacht is on the 
point of the other gulph, which extends towards 
the caſt, and is wider than the former, All the 
country to the welt of theſe gulphs, and part 
of it to the north of the latter, beiongs to the 
canton of Lucerne ; but that which is to the 
S. and N. E. is dependant on the canton of 
Fug. All the mountains on the left ſhore of 
the lake, belong to the canton of Underwald ; 
thoſe on the right, partly to the canton of Uri, 
partly to that of Schweitz, partly to the little 


republic of Gerſaw, but principally to the 


canton of Lucerne. 

Ihe town of Lucerne forms a fine object at 
one extremity. Mount Pilat, and the Rugi, are 
noble mountains : the firſt well known to na- 
turalifls for the variety of its plants and foſſils ; 
the ſecond peculiarly fitted to give a view 
over great part of Swiſſerland. At the foot of 
this is the ſmalleſt republic, and perhaps the 
moſt perfect democracy in Europe, that of 
Gerfaw. The inhabitants are about a thou- 

ſand ; 
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ſand; it is abſolutely independent; and under 

the protection of the four cantons. Lhe ſcenery 

of that part which is called the lake of Uri, is 

particularly ſublime : it is narrow and edged on 

both fides with the moſt wild and romantic 

4 rocks, with woods of beech and pine down to 
| the very water's edge. | 

But this fine lake is particularly intereſting, 

for having been the theatre wiereon the inde- 

pendency of Swiſlerland was originally plan- 


ned. Here is the chapel of William Tell, on a 
rocæ jutting out into the lake under a hang- 


ing wood: and the village of Brunnen, where 


the treaty of 1315 was ſigned between Uri, 


„ Schweitz and Underwalden*. Schweitz, the 


capital of the canton, is but two miles from 
I | | 
The canton of Lucerne holds the third place 
among the thirteen; and is the head of the 
catholic cantons. Though leſs than Zuric, 
: and conſequently much leſs than Berne; it is, 
however, far more extenſive than any of the 


Alt was planned by Werner de Staffach, of Schweitz, Wal- 
ther Furſt of Uri, and Arnold de Melchtall, of Underwalden; 
and the revolution took place Jan. 13, 1308. The govern- 
ment of theſe three cantons is entirely democratical; and they 
contain near 80,000 inhabitants. | 


C3 | reſt, 
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g, and eight 


reſt, being 15 or 16 leagues lon 


droad. The population is eſtimated at 100, ooo. 


Even the mountainous part is not barren, but 


abundant in wood and paſture, furniſhing cat- 


tle, hides, cheeſe, and butter, for exportation. 
All the north part is fertile in grain, fruit, and 
hay ; ſupplying ſufficient for the conſumption 
of the inhabitants: but as the mountaineers of 
the little cantons come to their market for 
corn, the people of Lucerne purchaſe this com- 
modity from other parts of Swiſſerland, but eſ- 
pecially from Alſace and Suabia. Their ma- 
nufactures are very inconſiderable; conſiſting 
only in a little filk and cotton thread. The 
difference between Zuric and Lucerne is very 
striking; there every body is employed in uſe- 
ful arts and manufactures; here all is gay, and 
pleaſure ſeems the only purſuit. 

The government is oligarchical. The 
councils are choſen from among five hundred 
citizens only. The great Council of 64 mem- 
bers, is the nominal ſovereign; but in fact the 
power reſides in the Senate, or Little Council 
of 3b, having for their chiefs the two Avoyers. 

The whole canton profeſſes the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion, The pope's nuncio, with the 

| title 
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title of Legate @ latere, uſually reſides at Lu- 


cerne. 

They threw off the Auſtrian vole in 1352, 
and by entering into a perpetual alliance with 
the three ancient cantons, they gave ſuch 
weight to the confederacy, as to enable it, in 
I 386, to reſiſt ail the efforts of the enemy, at 
the bloody battle of Sempach. 

Many delightful excurſions may be made 
from Lucerne: the tour of the lake is highly - 
intereſting ; one little excurſion is to Stantz- 
Stadt, Stantz and Sarnen, in the canton of Un- 
derwald ; another is to the lake of Zug, and the 
town of the ſame name; and a very conſidera- 
ble excurſion may be made, by Altorff, capital 
of the canton of Uri, to mount 8. Gothard; 
which may be extended to mount Furca, the 
Grimſel, &c. 


In going from Lucerne to Berne, having 


travelled two leagues, you come to the Jake 


of Sempach, about two leagues in length, and 
half an one in breadth. It has two towns on 
its banks, Sempach and Surſee, Leaving the 
former on the right, and coaſting the weſt fide 
of the lake, you arrive at Su;rjee, Hence you 
come to Zeoffinguen, remarkable for its anti- 


G4 quity 
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quity and pleaſant ſituation. The Bernois 
took it in 1415, and gave it very conſiderable 
privileges. Here is a public library, and the 
church has a handſome tower. They have 
manufactures of ribbands, printed linens, and 


cottons, Near Zoffinguen is a great foreſt, , 


in which are the fineſt and loftieſt pines in 
Swiflerland, fit for maſts. To the right ap- 
pears Arbourg, a ſtrong fortreſs, belonging to 
Berne. Hence you go by Rotriſch, Hertz - 
ogenbuchſee, and Kilchberg. Between this 
latter place and Berne, at Hindelbank is a 
beautiful monument executed by Nahl*. 

BERNE is a large and handſome city, on a 
long peninſula formed by the river Aar, almoſt 
in the middle of the canton. It is well built of 
good freeſtone upon des; the high ſtreet 
is broad, and a ſtream of clear water runs 
through it. | 

Some of the public builuings are handſome; 
others are even elegant. The cathedral is a 


h. m. | 
* From Lucerne to Surſec, 2. 40 Le Soleil 
To Zoihnguen 3. 0 Le Boeuf 
To Rotriſch — 1. 0 Le Chev 
To Hertzegenbuchſcee —— 3. o Le Soleil 
To Kilchberg — 2. O0 Le Saleil 
To Berne — — 3. o Le Faucon, good 


good 
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$ # good gothic ſtructure, with a lotty tower: it is 
plwKaced on a bold terrace, which is a public 
Walk; ſeveral rows of horſe- cheſnut trees thade 
it fromthe ſun, and it looks upon a diverſified 


| ; and richly cultivated country. By the ſide 
ot the cathedral is the Si, or Dean's houſe, 
a handſome building, where the conſiſtory is 


held. A few paces above this is the college, 
where the youth deſtined for the miniſtry are 
inſtructed; in this college is the library, which 
is rather choſen than voluminous; it has near 


-_ Rwy A: hgt'® 


liſhed a judicious catalogue; portraits of cele- 
brated perſons; and a ſmall muſeum. 
| The great hoſpital for poor citizens, and the 
f infirmary, are large, handſome edifices. The 
| town-houſe is ancient; by the fide of it is the 
Mint, the Chancellery, and the Treaſury. The 
34 arſenal is well furniſhed: in two long rooms 
are about 400 braſs cannon, from four to ſix- 
teen pounders, newly caſt ; and ſmall arms for 
60,000 men; abundance of ancient armour, 
and weapons uſed before the invention of fire- 
arms. The public granary is always amply 
provided: under it is the corn-marxet; and by 
the ſide of it a platform planted with lime- 
C5 trees, 


1200 manuſcripts, of which M. Sinner has pub- 


* 
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trees, making a handſome walk. Near this is 
the new manege. The city and environs are 
ornamented daily with new buildings and 
walks. 

The trade of Berne is very trifling : what 
little buſineſs and manufacture there is here, is 
carried on by ſuch only as have no hopes of at- 
taining to public offices: theſe and the army 
are the reſources of all the young gentlemen of 
family. There is an ceconomical Society at 
Berne, which purſues its objects with zeal, but 
without any ſupport from government. 

M. Sprungli has a cabinet, a little way out of 


town, conſiſting of a good collection of foſſils, 


and the far greater part of the birds of Swiſſer- 
land, among which is the Lammergeyer, or 
great vulture of the Alps, ſuppoſed to be the 
ſame with the Condor of America. The ſpe- 
cies of Swiſs birds are about 250, and M. 
Sprungli poſſeſſes 239 of them. M. Wyttenbach, 
paſtor of the great hoſpital, has alio a growing 
cabinet, and the poſſeſſor is full of information. 

The canton of Berne holds the ſecond rank. 


In power and extent it is the firſt, for it com- 


prehends avout a third of Swifterland ; and its 
population is a fourth of the whole, It is ſixcy 
leagues 


/ 
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leagues in length; and the inhabitants are 
350,000, beſides 11,000 in the capital. 

The city of Berne is ſovereign of the whole 
canton; and the ſovereignty reſides entirely in 
the Great Council, compoſed of 200 counſel- 
lors, and 99 aſſeſſors. "Ihe Senate or Little 


Council, compoſed of 27 members, has the ex- 
ecutive power, There are fix noble families 


in Berne, which have precedence, viz. Erlach, 
Dieſbach, Mullenen. Wattenwyl, RON 
and Lutternau, 

The reformation was introduced in 1528 by 


Berctold Haller and Francis Kolbius ; at Lau- 


ſanne by Farell. The whole canton is re- 


formed, except ſome catholics in the Frick- 


thall. 

Berne was allied with the three firſt cantons 
in 1352; with Zuric, in 1423; and at length 
entered into the perpetual alliance of the 
Swiſs, and obtained the ſecond place among the 
cantons in 1481. 

From Berne you will make an excurſion to 
the Glaciers of Grindelwald. Your frft 
ſtage is to Thum, * a little town, pleaſantly ſitu- 
tuated, at the head of a Jake, wich bears the 


The Bear, a tolerable good inn. 
lame 
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ſame name. It came into the poſſeſſion of 
Berne in 1384, From the caſtle and church- 
yard you ſee an extenſive plain, and the lake 
bounded by ſeveral mountains, crowned by the 
Alps. 

You will croſs the lake in a convenient co- 
vered boat, to Neuhaus or Maiſon Neude, in 
four hours. This lake is about five leagues. in 
length, and at leaſt one in breadth; the banks 
afford a rich variety of proſpect ; and it ſupplies 
Berne with the following fiſh; eel, falmon- 
trout, grayling, called here eſchling,* barble, 
carp, chub, dace, gudgeon, not eſteemed in 
Swiſterland, vilaint, bream, burbot or eel-pout, 
perch, pike, loche or groundlingt, and gwiniad, 
albock, balca, or brientzlingg. If you have 
any horſes, they may be ſent over the lake in 


another boat. 


It is about a league from Nieuhaus, by In- 
terlachen, to the lake of Brientz; on which 
vou will again embark, in a boat ſmaller and 
leſs commodious than the other, and arrive at 


®* Salmo Thymallus of Linnæus. 
1 Cyprinus Nalus. 

+ Cobitis Barbatula, 

8 dalmo Lavaretus, 
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Brientz in three hours. This lake is three 
leagues in length, and one in breadth; abound- 
ing ſo much in the gwiniad, that it is called 
in this country brientaling. The river Aar 
traverſes this lake, and connects it with that of 
Thun. Ihe views here are very pictureſque; 
both ſides are bordered by rude mountains, a- 
bounding however in excellent paſtures. 

BRIENTZ is only a village, {ituated cloſe at 
the end of the lake. Here if you have not 
horſes, you may hire a waggon, to convey you 
and your baggage to Meyringen. 1 he road 
is tolerably good; and there are many fine ro- 
mantic views, rendered chearful by continual 
caſcades: it is a narrow valley of paſtures, with 
the Aar running through it. 

MEVYRINGEN * a large neat village, is the 
capital of the Haflithai, and is ſituated near the 
river Aar, in a romantic valley, furrounded by 
luxuriant meadows. Ihe Haflithal forms the 
eaſtern extremity of the Canton of Berne; 
having Underwald to the north, Uri to the eaſt, 
and the high Valais to the ſouch. It ſubmitted 
to Berne in 1333, but enjoys grezt privileges. 

Inn, Phomme ſauvage ; indifferent. Our company be- 


ing numerous, the Miniſter of the pariſh accommodated us 
With one very good bed, 


The 
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The valley is 11 leagues in length, and is in- 
cloſed by lofty mountains, which abound in 
minerals and cryſtals : the heat is fo concentra- 
ted by tneſe, that they reap their harveſt in ten 
or twelve weeks from the time of ſowing. The 
Aar makes frequent and great ravages in this 
valley ; and the torrents cloſe to Meyringen, 
which form moſt beautitul caſcades, find the 
inhabitants work enough, in raiſing walls to 
confine them. The population is about 20000 
the men are tall, robuſt and well made: 
they live chiefly on milk diet, and work their 
own wool for clothing : they export cheeſe and 
cattle ; their great import is ſalt: they culti- 
vate a little wheat, barley, hemp and fruit, 
We ate cheeſe at Meyringen which was 130 
years old. 

In order to get from hence to Grindelwald, 
you mult paſs Moun'r SCHEIDEGG, There is 
no road for any fort of carriage; and it is bad 
enough in ſome places even for horſes. Having 
croſſed the Aar, over a covered wooden bridge, 
you will find a very ſteep and ſtony aſcent to 
the torrent of Reichenbach, which here forms 


a noble caſcade : from hence you may ſee almoſt 
the whole vale of Haſli at one view. Beyond 
this, the country becomes very wild and ro- 

mantic: 
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mantic : the rocks covered only with pines 
caſcades tumbling from theſe: rocks; torrents 
roaring along the valleys: when on a fudden a 
moſt fertile vale preſents itſelf, ſtudded with the 
wooden huts, where the peaſants come to 
make their cheeſe. Theſe verdant vales are 
ſmall; and you ſoon plunge again into all the 
horrors of the mountain, When you are fa- 
tigued, you will ſtop at one of theſe huts, and 
regale yourſelf with whey, curds, milk, or cream, 
all moſt excellent in their kinds ; you will alſo 
probably meet with cheeſe, but if you defire 
the luxury of bread, you muſt take it with 
you; that being rarely ſeen on this mountain. 
When you have aſcended full four hours, you 
will begin to ſurmount the region of trees, finiſh- 
ing in ſhrubs. "The very upper part however of 
Scheidegg is by no means barren, but covered 
with moſt excellent paiture. On the left you 
will now ſee Glaciers, in the diſtance, and may 
provably hear the fall of the Avalenches, like 
diſtant thunder, When you have ſatiated the 
eye with the ſplendour of theſe objects, you will 
be glad to let it repoſe on the green vale of 
GPiNDELWALD, which preſents itſelf as ſoon 


a you are arrived at the top of the mountain, 
ſtudded 
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ſtudded with its 800 wooden houſes, all ſeeming 
to proclaim by their equal dimenſions the equa- 
lity which reighs in theſe happy vales: the ex- 
tenſive verdure is interrupted only by theſe ſcat- 
tered habitations, and here and there by little 
patches of corn, hemp and flax. The deſcent, 
though not ſo rude as the aſcent, is almoſt too 
ſteep to ride down with comfort ; eſpecially as 
the whole mountain on this fide is compoſed of 
ſlate, which eaſily ſhivers, and is very {lippery. 
It will take three hours aad an halt nearly to 
ride or walk from the ſuminit of the mountain 
to the inn#, 

The valley of Grindelwald is bounded to the 
ſouth by three lofty mountains ; Eiger to the 
right, Mettenberg in the middle, and Wetter- 
horn to the left. Between the two firſt deſcents 
the inferior or little Glacier; between the ſe- 
cond and third the ſuperior Glacier : one of them 
a league, the other half a league from the inn : 
the more diſtant one is uſually viſited by 
ſtrangers, as being the moſt beautiful. Theſe 
Glaciers have gradually hollowed a bed for 


* We tound the ina fo tolerable, as to make it unneceſ- 
ſ-ry for us to accept the kind offer of the miniſter of the pa- 
riſh, to accommodate us with beds. The whole time from 
Meyringen to the inn at Grindelwald, is nine hours and an 
halt. 
themſelves 
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themſelves along the vallies, and already de- 
ſcend lower than the inhabited ſoil. In order to 
get upon the ice, you muſt ſcale the heap of 
ſtones and rocks, which the Glacier has puſhed 
before it. You may do this without much 
trouble; advance a little upon the ice; ſee the 


general form of the Glacier, with the pyra- 


mids above, the beautiful ſapphirine and green 
tints of the ice in the clefts, and the torrents 
ſpringing from beneath it. But if you would 
mount the Glacier, to take a view of what they 
call the Icy Sea, you muſt employ five or ſix 
hours, undergo much fatigue, and run ſome 
hazard. Theſe Glacicrs have been fo oſten 
deſcribed*, and ideas fo inadequate are con- 
veyed of fuch objects by deſcription, that I ſhall 
only caution you not to raiſe your expectations 
too high, left, like Mr. Coxe + and myſelf 
you ſhould feel diſappointed when you come to 
view them. | 

If you have no horſes with you, whilſt you 
are viewing the Glacier, diſpatch a meſtenger 
to Unterſeen, for a little waggon, drawn by one 
ſtout horſe, which will convey you pleaſantly to 


See M. De Luc's 10th letter, &c. &c. 
+ Sec letter xv1, 


Lau- 
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Lauterbrunn in three hours. You traverſe the 
valley of Grindelwald in its whole length: it 


is divided into ſeven communities, called Alps, 
each of which has its ſeparate commons. They 


have all a right to keep as many head of cat- 
tle as they can maintain during the winter: firſt 
they feed the paſtures of the valley; and as the 
year advances the cattle go gradually higher up 
the mountains: as the year declines, they de- 
ſcend in the ſame manner; and in the mean, 
time, the inhabitants Jay in winter proviſions 
for them from their home paſtures. The num- 
ber of cows, ſheep and goats is eſtimated at 
4589, of theſe about 2000 are large cattle. 
This valley is a perfect image of the patriarchal 
times; when the head of a family eſtabliſhed 
his children round him; and they their chil- 
dren in ſucceſſion. 

Purſuing the torrent formed by the two Gla- 
ciers of Grindelwald, till they join the torrent 
that comes down the valley of Lauterbrunn, you 
turn to the left, into the latter valley. Huge 
maſſes of rock, with trees growing in the moſt 
groteſque manner out of them, and thrown a- 
bout irregularly, characterize the entrance into 
this pictureſque: and romantic valley; which is 
in general very narrow, in many parts having 

: barely 
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barely room for a little road between the torrent 
and the mountain. Frequently vaſt rocks, 
that have fallen from the impending mountains, 
almoſt ſtop the courſe of the torrent, and make 
it rage with redoubled fury, The ſtupendous 
Hunnerflue, reſembling a gigantic baſtion, 
ſeems to forbid your proceeding any farther ; 
rocks deſpoiled of all their verdure, threaten a 
ſudden fall: frequent caſcades tumble down the 
precipices. The road winds through duſky 
pines, where a ſtern ſilence is interrupted only 
by the Lutſchinen beating furiouſly againſt 
rocks, that {trive 1 in vain to detain him priſoner. 
Sometimes the mountains ſeem to cloſe, as if 
to forbid farther paſſage : but at length the val- 
ley opens, and the little ſcattered village of 
Lanterbrunn ſhows its ſmiling face; the ſimple 
wooden manſions, ſituated in green paſtures, 
giving at once repoſe to the eye, and tranquil= 
lity to the mind. The Church, and the hoſpi- 
table reſidence of the Miniſter * ſoon come in 
ſight, and a little beyond, Staubbach is ſeen 
pouring down its waters from the top of the 
mountain, 


® There being no inn at Lauterbrunn, the Miniſter receives 
ſtrangers, lodges and entertains them well, and accepts 2 


gratuity, | 


When 
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When the ſun appears over the mountains, 
and darts his rays upon the water-fall, is the 
proper time to view it. Staubbach is then 
finely illuminated, and the Iris appears at the 
bottom in full ſplendour. The water falls 930 
feet perpendicular, and being broken into 
ſpray, is diſperſed by the wind which the caſ- 
cade itſelf continually creates. After great 
rains, the force of the water is conſiderable 
enough to carry the fall quite clear of the rock; 
but at other times, though the mountain is al- 
moſt perpendicular, the water breaks againſt 
ſome projecting parts, and is thereby the more 
diſperſed. | 
| Lauterbrunn might be named the valley of 
caſcades. Staubbach is by no means the only 
one: you may-count ten from one point near 
the parſonage houſe ; and there 1s double that 
number at leaſt, in a very ſmall ſpace: deeper 
in the valley are many more, among which are 
two that fall from a greater height than even 
the Staubbach; but ſince they do not deſcend 
at one leap, they are not ſo remarkable. The 
view from the village is cloſed by mount Jung- 
frau; whoſe ſummits, called Jungfrauhorn, are 


diſtinctly ſeen ; together with the iſolated rock 


* 


at ©. 
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at the extremity, called the Monk, round which 
the daring hunters will ſometimes creep, with 
the aſliſtance of their hooked knives, in purſuit of 
the Chamois, which abounds in theſe parts. Still 
more diftant appear the. Glaciers that deſcend 
from the {teep rocks of Grosſhorn and Breithorn. 


It is a fatiguing march of at leaſt three hours 


to theſe glaciers. 


Unleſs you propoſe to croſs the Gemmi to 
the barhs of Leuk, in the Valais, and fo by 
Sion the capital, * to the glacicrs of Chamouni, 
you will now return to Berne. When you 
emerge from the valley of Lauterbrunn, you 
turn to the left, going by Wilderſwyl, and 


the ruined cattle of Unſpunnen. When you 


leave the mountains, you crols a Jarge plain 
of fertile paſture, well watered, perfectly flat, 
and moſt of it planted with fruit trees, to 
Unterſeen, the reſidence of a Bailiff, and re- 


markable for a fiſhery of the Albock or Bri- 


entzling. From hence you go to Nieuhaus, and 


embark on the Lake of 'I'hun. Your little 


Waggon will bring you hither eaſily from 
Lauterbrunn in three hours. You croſs the 


lake, and return, by the way you came, to 
Berne, 


* Well deſcribed by Coxe, letter xvii, | 
From 
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From Berne you will now go to Vevay, by 
Morat and Avenche. Mor AT + is famous for 
three ſieges which it ſuſtained, in 1030 againſt 
the Emperor Conrad; in 1292 againſt Rodolph ; 
and in 1476 againſt Charles the Hardy, the laſt 
Duke of Burgundy. The latter was followed 
by the bloody battle at the gates of Morat, 
wherein the Burgundians were totally routed, 
and the Duke eſcaped the carnage, by ſwimming 
and wading acroſs the lake in the dark. In the 
Maiſon de Ville is a portrait of the Duke, ſaid 
to have been found in his tent. It is a half 


length, the head ſhaved almoſt like a monk, 


and his air very fierce. 

This town conſiſts of the Rive, which is 5 
the lake, and is rather a ſuburb; and the up- 
per town ſituated on a little height. In this 
there are three parallel ſtreets; the. two outer 
ones are narrow, and poorly built; the main 
ſtreet wide, with ſpacious arcades on both 
ſides : there is only a fingle wall round it, 
flanked with towers, and a gallery with loop- 
holes running all along it. The old caſtle is 
now the reſidence of the bailiff, who is ſent by 
Berne and Fribourg alternately. 


+ The inns. Lion rouge, VAigle, Time from Berne, 


The 


four haurs 45 minutes, 
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EY The whole bailliage is of the reformed reli- 
gion. It was eſtabliſhed here in 1530 by a 


majority of voices, in preſence of the deputies 
from Berne and Fribourg. Both German and 


French are ſpoken at Morat. Notwithſtand- 
| ing its advantageous ſituation for trade, it is 
in a languid and deſerted ſtate, The dreſs of 
the peaſants hereabouts is ſingular. When the 
waters are out, the lake of Morat makes, in a 
manner, one with thoſe of Neuchatel and 
Bienne. 
Juſt without the town is a Hetle chapel, in 
which are preſerved the bones of the Burgun- 
« dians, who fell in the ſiege and battle of 1476. 
It is cloſe to the lake, by the road fide; and 


has two inſcriptions in latin, with ſix German 
verſes. 


* 
An hour and quarter will bring you to 


Avenche*, in which there are ſome antiquities z 
the principal of theſe are a moſaic pavement z 
the remains of an amphitheatre, in an orchard 
behind the bailiff's caſtle; and below the town, 
a lofty column of marble, which ſeems to have 
belonged to the portal of ſome magnificent edi- 


fice, Aventicum was a flouriſhing Roman co- 


® Inns, Paon and Maiſon de Ville, 


lony ; 
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lony; and Tacitus informs us that it was then 
the capital of Swiſſerland. 

Hence you will go to Vevay, either through 
Payerne and Moudon, or by Fribourg“. 

Payerne, ſ is ſituated on the river Broye. In 
1536 it ſubmitted to the canton of Berne, with 
the whole Pays de Vaud, and at the ſame time 
embraced the reformation. It is governed by 
its own laws; only the Avoyer or ſupreme ma- 
giſtrate, is confirmed by the Council of 
Berne. 

The road to Movpe fis chiefly along a 
narrow valley, between two ridges of hills. 
This town is at the iſſue of it, and is built partly 
on the ſide of a hill, partly on the plain ; the 
river Broye croſſing it, and the two parts being 
connected by a ſtone bridge. Under the houſe 
of Savoy, Moudon was much more eonfidera- 
ble than it is at preſent; being then the capi- 
tal of the Pays de Vaud, and the reſidence of 
the bailiff, who now inhabits the caſtle of Lu- 
cens, which was a palace of the biſhops of 


* It will take about eight hours by the firſt, and eleven by 
the ſecond route. 

+ Maiſon de Ville, a good inn, L'Ours. Time from Aven- 
che, one hour, 30 minutes. 


: Ian, Maiſon de Ville, Time three hours, | 
Lauſanne, 


lit 
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Tauſanne. It is ſtill reckoned one of the four 
chief towns of the Pays de Vaud, and the in- 
habitants are about 3000. Some antiquities, 
inſcriptions and Roman medals have been found 
here; the antiquities are depoſited in the public 
library at Berne. The Town-hall is full of 
emblems, infcriptions and bad paintings. 

From Moudon to Vevay, is a pleaſant, in- 
cloſed country of corn and paſtures, varied with 
woods of fir and oak, till you come to the long 
and ſteep deſcent to Vevay, which is between 
vineyards. 

If you take the other route, you will arrive 
at FRIBOURG® in two hours and three quarters, 
This city, which is the capital of the Canton, is 
ina ſingular ſituation on the bank of the river 
' Sane, which incloſes it on two ſides: a very 
ſmall part of it is on the plain; the-reit is on 
a rock. The ſtreets are wide and clean: the 
buildings, eſpecially the convents, handiome. 
The Cathedral, in the middle of the city, is 
the moſt remarkable edifice ; large, and much 
adorned both within and without : the great 
portal is decorated with many ſtatues of ſaints ; 
and over it is a lofty tower, The Jeſuit's con- 
vent is in the higheſt part of the city; ſo that 
you aſcend to it ſome hundred ſteps. The 


Inn, les Mercierss 


D convent 
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convent of Auguſtins has a magnificent altar : 

and in that of the Cordeliers is a repreſentation 

of the dance of death. The Urſuline nuns pe 

make and ſell artificial lowers and bead work. 
The river Sane runs in a deep bed at the lig 

foot of very ſteep rocks. The Town-huuſe Bi 

is built on one of theſe rocks, where the caſtle 


formerly ſtood. go 
A league from Fribourg, towards Berne, is re: 
a curious Hermitage called la Madelaine, hewn Co 
out of the living ock: it is a complete convent 
with a church and ſteeple, a ſacriſty, refectory, lot 
kitchen, chambers, cellar, &c. 18 
Fribourg was admitted into the Helvetic th. 
confederacy in 1481. The ſovereign authori- le: 
ty is in the council of two hundred. The lit- of 
tle council of twenty four, in which reſides the 2 
eXCccutive power; and the iccret council of ſixty, L 
are ſub.livitions of the great council. a 
The population of this canton is eſtimated he 
at 60000, beſides 6000 in the capital, The CC 
eaſtern part is chiefly paſture ; the reſt is tole- in 
rably fertile in corn and fruit, Cattle and h: 
cheeſe are the principal articles of exportation. rc 
Eftavayer, Romont, Bulle and Gruyeres are the 4 
chief towns. In this ſtate, as in that f Berne, one c} 
part ſpeaks Patois, or Romand, a corrupt French, de 


with ſome Latin; the other a baſtard German. 
Their 
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Their military force conſiſts in four com- 
. | panies of burgeſſes, and eleven of militia. 

The Roman Catholic is the eſtabliſhed Re- 
. ligion, and no other is tolerated. The titular 
Biſhop of Lauſanne reſides at Fribourg. 


You will be three hours and three quarters in 
going to Bulle; and it will take five hours to 
reach Vevay, by a rapid deſcent, through a wild 
country, aftording variety of romantic views. 
Vevar* is the capital of a bailliage be- 
longing to Berne, very rich in vineyards, It 
is tolerably built, ſtretching along the fide of 
the lake of Geneva, at the diſtance of half a 
league from the foot of the Alps, at the centre 
of a deep gorge, or opening, formed by the 
2 The number of inhabitants in 1764 
Was 3350. They have watch- makers, jeweilers 
and tanners among them, and they make good 
hats. The reſort of French proteſtants has 
contributed much to render this place flouriſh- 


ing. There are many good houſes here; a 
handſome Hotel de ville; a public walk, with 
rows of trees; a great caſtle, mean enough; 
a large pleaſant market- place by the lake; two 
churches; and a college. "I he country being 
delightful, the air ſoft, the proipects agreeable, 


* Inns, Ville de Londres, excellent. Trois Couronnes. 5 
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and much good company reſiding in it: many 
perſons have been induced to fix their reſidence 
in Vevay. 

The mountains riſe ſrom the town in form 
of an amphitheatre: the lower part of them 
covered with vineyards; half way up ſome 
caſtles, campagnes and farm-houſes; above 
theſe, woods, fields and meadows; on the brow, 
thick foreſts : on the other {ide you look acroſs 
the lake, which is here three leagues over, to 
the dark rocks of Meillerie : in the diſtance are 
the glacieres of the Valais, the mouth of the 
Rhone, and the ſteep ſlope of a fertile country 
with villages. | 

In order to go into the Valais, and from 
thence to the glaciers of Savoy; you coaſt the 
lake to its extremity: you paſs through la- 
Tour-de-Peil to Clarens, which has a very 
pictureſque appearance from the road, but 
conſiſts only of a few thatched cottages, with a 
rock hanging over them. 

Two leagues farther is the caſtle of Chillon, 
built on a rock, in the lake, upon a peninſula ; 
with ſcarcely room for a road between the 
caſtle and the mountain. It has three courts, 
with galleries, battlements, loopholes, &c. and 


was very ſtrong, before the invention of artil- 


lery; but it is entirely commanded by the 
| mountain, 
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mountain. When the Bernois conquered the 


Pays de Vaud; this, and the caſtle of Yver- 


dun, were the only places that made any re- 
littance. 
Between Vevay and this caſtle, you paſs 


through the pariſh of Autry, conſiſting of 


about twenty farms, diſperſed about the hills, 


among the vineyards. It is divided among, 
three commons, which alond are ſufficient tor 


the ſupport of the commoners *. _ They make 
* . . 
excellent cheeſe, and the vintage begins ſooner 
than in the reſt of the Pays de Vaud. 


Half a league beyond the caſtle of Chillor 


is Fllenenve, a little town, conſiſting of one 
long, wide ſtreet, ſituated at the head of the 


lake of Geneva, near Where the Rhone cnters 
it. From Vevay to this place, the mountains 
are one continued cultivation of vineyard and 
orchard, with foreſt trees above them: the 
grounds and habitations are diſpoſed in the moſt 
pictureſque manner, and there are frequent 
caſcades tumbling from rock to rock. 


You now quit the lake, and go ſouth by 


Roche to Aigle, two leagues from Villeneuve. 
At Roche you muſt get a ticket from the 
director, if you would ſec the ſouterreins of the 


* Rouſleau's Heloiſe, part v. letter 2. 


D 3 ſalt- 
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ſalt- works near Bex. A little beyond this 
town are quarries of black, brown and white, 
and red and white marble, 

As ſoon as you leave Villeneuve, you enter a 
deep valley, a league wide, with the Swiſs Alps 
on one ſide, and thoſe of Savoy on the other 
and. traverſed by the Rhone. The road, which 
is very good, lies almoſt cloſe under the Swiss 
mountains : theſe are generally covered with 
ſhrubs or trees, and their ruggedneſs contraſts 
admirably with the extreme fertility of the 
valley, which is a chain of meadows till you 
come to Aigle, where there are vineyards. 

A1GLEF, is a large Leung, built chiefly of 
black marble, which gives it a diſmal appear- 
ance, The governor's caſtle is on an emi- 
nence above it. The Salines, or falt-works 
are at a little diſtance from the town ; the gra- 
duation-houſe is 900 feet long; the water is 
pumped up to the top of this building by four- 
teen pumps, which are worked by a wheel 32 


feet in diameter : hence it drips through a vaſt_ 


Liyer of thorns into wooden veſſels at the bot- 
tom, reſembling great brewing coolers, *till 
it is of ſufficient ſtrength for the boiling-houſe. 


Inn, Maiſon de ville, Croix blanche, Time from Ve- 
vay two hours, 45 minutes. 


Here, 
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Here, and in the other works at Bex, they 
do not make above 10,000 quintals of ſalt, 
which is about a tenth part of the whole con- 
ſumption of the canton of Berne; the reſt 
they have from Savoy and France, The falt 
water is weak, containing only one in a hun- 
dred, as it comes from the ſpring. 

Goitres, or {ſwelled necks begin here to be 
not uncommon ; though neither ſo fre quent, 
nor fo enormous as in the Valais. Ideots, 
wiom they call Cretins, are numerous. This 
diſorder has a connection with the goitre, and 
probably proceeds from the fame cauſe. The 


body becomes dwarfiſh ; the phy ſiognomy ugly 


and unenlightened, and the mind is deprived of 
all its powers: in ſome ſubjects there remains 
nothing but flow and aukward motion, with a 
vacant prin upon the countenance, to ſhow 
that the cretin is a living animal. It is certain 
that theſe diſorders are not owing to ſnow or 
tufo in the waters, or to any peculiar diet or 
mode of living. They are* abſolutely local 
both here and wherever elſe I have had an op- 


. portunity of obſerving them; and in this place, 


at leaſt, ſeem to be occaſioned by ſome exha- 


. \ lations from neighbouring marſhes, which are 


regularly driven into a corner among the 
D 4 mountains 
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mountains, where they ſtagnate all day, and 
return upon the town towards evening. 

The mountains between Aigle and Bex are 
very pictureſque and romantic. 

Bux“ 1s a conſiderable town, and its fairs 
and markets are much frequented. It is in a 
large plain, abounding in corn and paſtures: 
the Avancon, a large rapid brook, runs through 
it: the ruins of a cattle yet remain on an 
eminence. 

Ihe fouterreins of the ſalt-works are at a 
place called the /ndemort ; and the gradua- 
tion buildings and coppers are at Bevieux, upon 
the ſame conſtruction with thoſe at Aigle. The 
ſcuterreins, dug 3990 feet within the earth are 
really very curious: it will take an hour and 
half to ride there, the ſame time to ſurvey them, 
and an hour to return. 

From Bex it is only half a league to the 
entrance of the Valais, at the bridge of St. 
Maurice. This bridge is of one arch only, 
100 feet wide, and full 70 feet above the bed 
of the river: it abuts on the extremities of 
two lofty. mountains, which have been rent or 
worn juſt as much as was neceſſary to let the 


Inn, YOurs, Time an hour and half. 


Rhone 
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Rhone eſcape here, as it does again, below 
Geneva, at fort PEcluſe, between mount ſura 
and the Vouache. On the middle of this 
bridge is a tower, with a gate on cach ſide, 
to ſeparate the two ſovercignties of Berne and 
the Valais. Lhe former keep a miſerable 
guard here, who demand paſſports ; and there 
is a ſorry chapel, in which the Bernois permit 
the Valaiſans to ſay maſs, on condition of their 
keeping the bridge in repair, 

At the end of the bridge begins the baurg of 
St. Maurice. It is built againſt an almoſt per- 
pendicular rock of a prodigious height; be- 
tween this and the Rhone that roars below, 
there is ſcarcely room for a narrow ſtreet, which 
is long and well built: a clear ſtream waters 
it the whole length, running in a large channel 
lined with marble. It is defended by a tower 
at the foot of the bridge; and is flanked by 
a wall ſeven or eight feet high, next the river. 

Not far from this town is the grand and pic- 
tureſque caſcade of Pie ebe? the height of 
the fall is 200 feet; and the maſs of water is 
fine, eſpecially after rains. Hence you come 
to MaRTIGNI or MaRTINACH *, ſituated in 


In, la Maiſon grande, Time from Bex, 3 hours 39 minutes. 


D 5 a lit- 
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a little plain, ſurrounded by high mountains, 
on the banks of the river Dranſe. Ihe town 1s 
is ill built, and the ſtreets filthy; the bovrg, which 
is a mile farther, is cleaner and better built. 
The fairs which are held here, and its central 
ſituation, render it flouriſhing. The ſouth 
leads to Italy, by mount St. Bernard; the 
north-weſt into Swiſlerland ; the weſt into 
Savoy; and the north-eaſt to Sion, to the 
baths of Leuk, and to the Milaneſe by the 
Simplon. Here all merchandize that paſles 
between the Valais and Italy is depoſited, 
Over againſt the town, on a high and ſteep 
rock, is a caſtle, belonging to the biſhops of 
Sion, but now in ruins. 

If you come in a carriage, you muſt now 
quit it, and hire mules with guides*, To 
each muletier you will pay 25 batz + a day, 
for himſelf and his beaſt, beſides the keep of 
both. 

You will ſoon quit the high road to Italy 
and mount inceſſantly in a narrow ſtony way, 


* You will be 8 hours and 30 minutes, in going to Cha- 
mouni, and there is no place to ſlecp at in the way; except 
fer one perſon or two in the little inn at Trient, which is neat ; 


and that is more than can be ſaid of the Maiſon grande, 


+ Something more than 3 ſhillings, 


above 
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above two hours. This mountain is covered 
with walnut and cheſnut trees. If you turn 
round to take breath, you will have a view of 
the whole vale of Sion---a regular oblong of 
verdure, fix leagues in length, and one in 
breadth, ſurrounded with high niountains : the 
Rhone cutting it through the middle, making 
an infinity of windings, and fertile iſlets. Fo- 
reſts, meadows, paſtures, preſent themſclves 
to the eye, drawn in miniature. A blue moun- 
tain cloſes the ſcene abruptly : the white caſtle 
and houſes of Sion, which are placed againſt it, 
can hardly be diſtinguiſhed, 

+ When you are arrived at the ſummit, you 
look down upon the little valley, and ſcattered 
village of Trient, with a great white torrent 
foaming through it. By a Hollow and difficult. 
path, among dark firs, you deſcend in a quar- 
ter of an hour to the village. A great glacier 
overhangs, and ſeems to threaten the deſtruction 
ol this ſequeſtered valley. The cold is intenſe 
in winter, and their low wooden houſes are 
ſometimes covered with ſnow. The torrent 


alſo occupies a great portion of the valley, and 


ſometimes does them conſiderable damage. 


Hence 
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Hence you mount rapidly again by the Tete 
Mire; not unaptly named. Iwo black moun- 
tains dart up into the clouds ; the opening be- 
tween them no wider than is neceſlary for the 
torrent, which roars in the bottom. On each 


ſide innumerable fragments of rock, in all forms 


and colours. A ſteep path, acceſſible only to 
mules, creeps through theſe ruins, along the 
ſide of the mountain. The oppoſite precipice 


preſents the ſame objects. The black torrent 


in the bottom, roaring over the ruins which 
are inceſſantly falling into it, drives furiouſly 
along. 


To Tete Noire other mountains ſucceed, of 


the ſame dark complexion. The village of 


Finis, the laſt in the Valais, will fix your at- 
tention on the right. It 1s on a lofty platform, 
which being covered with paſtures and corn- 
fields, contraſts finely with the dark firs and 
rocks ſurrounding it. The mountain being 
cut perpendicularly, Finio and its lands ſeem 

ſuſpended in the air. 
You will now ſoon paſs the limits of the 
Valais; entering Savoy through a gateway. 
| In 
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In two hours and an half you will arrive at 
Valorſine, the firſt village of that country. 
Here you will find a dirty inn, with indiffe- 
rent accommodations. | 

This valley is near 800 yards higher than 
that of Chamouni, It is much too ſmall and 
poor to furniſh food for its inhabitants. Their 
lands are entirely worked by hand, and it is the 
women who perform the chief of this buſineſs: 
the nien either keep cattle upon the mountains 
of the Tarentaiſe, or cultivate the vineyards 
in the Valais. The ſnow falls in September, 
and laſts *till May; they have a ſhort Summer 
therefore to ſow, to get in their grain, fruit 
and fodder, to cut their wood for fuel, and to 
take their honey. Every poſleſſion in theſe 
vallies would be liable to be overwhelmed by 
the Avalanches, or falls of frozen ſnow from 


the mountains, were it not for the ramparts 
of ſtone which they raiſe to protect themſelves. 
They are forbid alſo to cut the woods in certain 
places, becauſe theſe are an effectual ſtop to 
this calamity. 

In three hours and an half you will ride 
from Valorſine to the Priory of CHAMOUNI. 
You paſs by Argentiere, over which a great 

glacier 
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glacier hangs ſuſpended, that ſome years ſince 
made great advances on the village, and ac- 
tually deſtroyed part of it. 

I'ne accommodations are very good at Cha- 
mouni; the inhabitants are good people, and 
not uninformed; the glaciers are at no great 
diſtance, and very acceſſible ; there is a great 
variety of fine views; and you are at the foot 
of Mont Blanc, which is not only the higheſt 
point of the old world, but one of the moſt 
remarkable objects in it. | 

The valley of Chamouni is three leagues 
in length, and a quarter of a league in breadth. 
High mountains, covered with thick woods, 
ſurround it on all ſides. "The river Arve 
winds through corn fields and meadows ; little 
woods of pines and larches are ſcattered along 
the ſide of it: the gardens and meadows are 


neatly incloſed with little palifades : the village 


is in the centre; the houſes are all of wood, 
larger and neater than thoſe ef Valorſine, but 
in the ſame ſtyle of building. They uſually 
grow corn enough for their conſumption ; and 
they have plenty of good paſture, both mn 
the valley, and among the mountains which 

environ 
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environ it: they have woods even in the midſt 
of their ſnow's; whilit the ice deſcends to the 
very fields which they ſow with grain. Their 
honey is the moſt delicious in the world. The 
air is pure, and the ſky ſerene; but their win- 
ter laſts full ſeven months, and all that time they 
have little employment, there being no ſort of 
manufacture among them: "They uſe this va- 
cant time to inſtruct themſelves and their chil- 
dren, moſt of whom can read and even write, 
at four or tive years of age. 

Croſſing the plain from the inn, you will af- 
cend the Hontauverte for an hour you may uſe 
your mules ; though even they can ſcarcely find 
place for thetr feet, among the huge blocks 
of ſtone, which almoſt cover the ſoil between the 
trees. Having rode as far as you conveniently 
can, you will proceed an hour and half more 
on foot, in a very rugged path, through woods 
of larch trees, among which you will ſee im- 
menſe {ivarms of bees. At length you ſurmount 
the region of trees, and come to {weet and abun- 
dant paſtures. Here you may ſeat yourſelf, and 
contemplate at your. leiſure the glacier of Mon- 
tauvert, far bencath you; its pyramids, its plains 
of undulating ice, its blue clefts: you will 

allo 
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alſo find a convenient cabin, in which you may 
take ſome refreſhment, and ſhelter yourſelf in 
caſe of a ſtorm. You will hear frequently the 
{hrill whiſtle of the Marmot; and the glacier 
will ſometimes call your attention, by the 
craſhing ſounds of fragments or maſſes of ice 
rolling down the glazed flope, and breaking 
into millions of ſmall pieces at the bottom. 
Having ſatisfied your curioſity here, you deſcend, 
and arrive at the inn in two hours. 

You will ride in an hour to the Glacier of BSH 
ſons. Having ſcrambled over the mound of ſtones 
and earth that borders it, you will at' firſt find 
ſome difficulty in keeping your feet upon the 
ice; but by a little practice you will ſoon be 
able to walk alone; or if not, you may have 
irons faſtened to the ſoles of your ſhoes ; theſe 
theycall cr ampons, and they effectually pre- 
vent you from ſlipping. This Glacier is not 


only the moſt acceſſible, but one of the moſt | 


curious. It is not the wideſt, but it deſcends 
without interruption from Mont Blane itſelf, 
and affords all the variety of objects which we 
meet with in the Glacier; the lofty walls and 
towers, the waving ſeas, and the tremendous 
fiſſures. You may either content yourſelf 
with 
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with croſſing a large plain of ice, near fix 
hundred yards higher than the vale of Cha- 
mount ; or you may deſcend all the way by the 
ſide of the Glacier, and thus have a near view 
of its different parts; but this deſcent is at- 
tended with ſome difficulty. You will be an 
hour in crofling the icy plain, from which you 
ſtep immediately into a wood, where you may 
gather ſtrawberries, 

One of the moſt intereſting objects here 
is the magnificent vault of ice, at the foot 
of the Glacier on which you look down 
from the Montanvert, and from vrhence the 
river Arveron takes its ſource. The acceſs 
to it ſeems blocked up by huge maſſes of rock 
wildly thrown about; you may, however, ride 
up almoſt to the mouth, Within, immenſe 
blocks of tranſparent ice are ſcattered about the 
floor, warning you to truſt yourſelf with cau- 
tion to the brittle arch over your head. From 
the farther part of the cavern, boils forth melted 
ice, forming rivulets that meander all about it. 
In different years, it is ſaid to put on very dif- 
ferent - appearances. It expoſes itſelf to view 
only during a ſhort time ; for till the end of 

- July, or the beginning of Auguſt, nothing ap- 


pears, 
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pears, but a rude maſs of ice walling up the 
cavern: at length this falls, and all at once 


opens to view this beautiful vault; Which has 
been, not unaptly, termed, the Temple of the 
god of Froſt. 

The valley of Chamouni being too near 
Mont Blanc, to give a ſufficient view of that 
and the other great objects which ſurround it, 
you mult aſcend ſome cminence, from which 
you may ſurvey them to advantage. The 
Buet * is the moſt proper for this purpoſe ; but 
the di;hculty of aſcending this mountain is very 
great; the time it will take up is conſiderable; 
and there are very few days in which you will 
have a clear and diſtinct view from ſuch prodi- 
gious enftnences. From the Col de Balme you will 
diſcernclearly the vale of Chamouni ; the needles 
or ſharp ſummits darting into the ſky from the 
tops of the Glaciers ; the Buet, which ſeems to 
be very near; and Mont Blanc towering ma- 
jeſtically above every other object, with its vaſt 
white domes. You ce the great paſſages into 
Italy, by Mount Cenis, St. Gothard, and the 
Simplon, win tac whole chain of the Alps in 
general, This mountain is bare of trees, but co- 


* This mountain is about 10,000 Engliſh feet perpendieu- 


lar above the Mediterranean, 
vered 
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vered with excellent paſture. If you return 
into the Valais, you may go this way, without 
paſſing through Valorſine. 

Some of the guides in the vale of Chamouni 
are very civil and intelligent. The great am- 
bition of theſe men has been to reach the ſum- 
mit of Mont Blanc 4. In 1775 Michel Pa- 
card and three others made a bold attempt, which 
they were obliged to give up, after 22 hours 
march. Since that time ſeveral other unſuc- 
ceſsful efforts have been made: but at length 
one Jaques Balma, having loſt his way, and 
being obliged to wander all night towards the 
top of the mountain; in the morning made 
ſuch obſervations, as induced him to think he 
ſhould be-able to dyercome all difficulties. Ac- 
_ cordiygly on the ſeventh of Auguſt 1786, he 
in company with Dr. Pacard, paſſed the night 
on the mountain of la Cote ; and the day fol- 
lowing reached the long wiſhed for ſummit of 
Mont Blanc, at half an hour paſt fix in the 


+ The height is 15662 Engliſh fee or very near three miles, 
Tune pike of Tenerifte is only 266 feet lower. Chimborago 
the higheſt point of the Cordilleras is 20628 feet. Canigou, 
the higheſt of the Pyrenees is only 9222 fect, Ben-nevis, 
the higheſt mountain in Scotland is only 4387; and Snowdon 
in Wales, no more than 3555 feet high. 


ven- 
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evening, after above fourteen hours fatiguing 
march, and encountering a thouſand difficulties. 

From Chamouni you may reach Geneva in 
one day, by ſetting out carly. You tollow the 
courſe of the Arve, and go by Salenche. The 
height of the mountains gradually diminiſhes, 
and the vallies are pleaſantly diverſified. Sa- 
lenche is at the end of a wide valley, where it 
contracts to a narrow paſs. Hence it is almoſt 
a level plain to Geneva. Near Maglan there 
is a fine fall of water, called the cafcade of 
Arpenas. Cluſe is in a rich plain by the Arve. 
Hence you come down the river to Bonneville, 
the capital of Faucigny. You enter the terri- 
tory of Geneva, by the village of Chene. 


The dreſs of the female peaſants throughout 
Swiſſerland is in general ſtays or bodice and 
petticoat faſtened together, without any gown 
over them; ſo that the ſhift ſleeves always ap- 
pear ; and a long, wide coarſe apron. They 
commonly wear ſtockings without feet, and 
Nippers. The manner of dreffing the head va- 
ries in every diſtrict. In the Canton of Berne 
the hair hangs down in two long plaits behind, 
with a ribband to each extending to the bottom 
of the petticoat, which is very ſhort, ſcarcely 

— cover- 


Tour through Swiſſerland. 93 


covering the knees. In ſome other cantons, 
the plaits of hair are wound round the head, 
and faſtened with a metal ſkewer. In great 
part of the Canton of Berne, the women wear 
a pretty ſttaw hat, either plain or trimmed. 
From about Payerne all the way to Bex, their 
ſtraw hats are large, heavy, with a great crown 
and ſteeple, upon the whole much reſembling 
a bec-hive. In the Valais, on the contrary, 
they are very ſmall, prettily trimmed, and put 
on with a ſmart air, a little on one ſide. The 
men here wear ſtraw hats, as well as the women, 
and even trimmed with ribbands ; as they do 
alſo about Morat and Bienne. On the other 
hand, in the valley of Chamouni, the women 
wear men's felt hats. 

The moſt conſiderable Manufactures of 
Swiflerland, are printed linnens and cottons, 
which they call Indiennes; watch-making at 
Geneva and Chaud-de-Fond ; crape, filk and 
ribbands at Zuric ; and linnen at St. Gall; 
which of late years has much increafed, and 
extended to other places. "They alſo make 
coarſe woollen cloths for peaſants in ſome 
places: they export horned cattle ; and horſes 
tor foreign cavalry and artillery : their cheeſe 


18 
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is ſent into many parts of Europe ; ſeveral forts 
being much eſteemed 


as the Gruyeres, 
Perſil, &c. and one, which they ſcent with 
blue melilot. Wine is exported, but in no 
great quantities: ſome cantons import it from 
Alſace, Suabia and France. It is well known 
that Swiſſerland does not produce corn enough 
for home conſumption. There are a few other 
exports of ſmall conſequence : as medicinal 
herbs, which the mountains produce of the 
beſt quality, cherry-water or ſpirit of cherries, 
Juniper water, &C, 

The productions of Swiſſerland, in the in- 
cloſures and open fields are: vines, wheat, 
epeautre or ſpelt, rie, barley, oats, buckwheat, 
beans, peas, mayz Indian or Turkey wheat, 
millet, ſorghum, tares, lentils, hemp, flax, 
potatoes, turneps, kidney-beans, pompions, 
poppies, woad, madder, tobacco, lucerne and 


clover. 


Vegetation of trees and ſhrubs is found to 
ceaſe in the Alps of Faucigny, at the height 
of 6478 French feet above the Mediterranean, 
After this, there are only low ſmall herbs, ex- 


cept a few alpine plants, which are in their 
proper element. Marmots are abundant at 
this 
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this height. Cornua Ammonis have been 
tound in this co:: ntry 7864 feet above the ſea; 
and theſe, with echini, and various other ex- 
uviæ of marine animals, occur in ſeveral moun- 
tains of Swiſſerland, as high, if not higher, 
than this. p 
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